ofaWabash 


Seeking 


sports stringers 

Do you have a passion 
for writing, photography 
and local sports? The 
Wabash Plain Dealer is 
now accepting applications 
for paid stringers for the 
upcoming winter sports 
season. To apply, email 
your writing and photogra- 
phy clips, cover letter, 
resume and list of refer- 
ences to rburgess@ 
wabashplaindealer.com. 


Notice to readers 
To reduce risks to our 
employees and community, 
the Wabash Plain Dealer is 
closed to the public until 
further notice. Payments 
may be mailed to Wabash 
Plain Dealer, P.O. Box 309, 
Marion, IN 46952, or called 
in. For news, call 260-225- 
4662 or email news@ 
wabashplaindealer.com. 
For advertising, call 260- 
225-4947 or email tcamp- 
bell@pmginmi.com. For 
circulation and customer 
support, call 260-563- 
2131. The Wabash Plain 
Dealer is committed to 
providing the best product 
to its customers and 
appreciates the support 
during this time. For more 
local news content, please 
visit wabash 
plaindealer.com where you 
will find all of the news 
that could not fit into 
today’s edition. Get your 
news faster by activating 
your online account which 
is included in your print 
subscription rates. Our 
stories appear online in an 
easy-to-read format as 
they are completed. Thank 
you for your support 
through this pandemic. 


Living Well in 
Wabash County 
announces holiday 


season changes 
Drive-up, grab-and-go 
senior lunches provided by 
area Five Agency on Aging 
and Community Services 
will be pick up only at Win- 
chester Senior Center until 
Monday, Dec. 28. Delivery 
of frozen meals provided 
by Transit is suspended 
and will resume Tuesday, 
Dec. 29. Wabash County 
Public Transportation has 
now closed bus service 
and will also reopen Mon- 
day, Dec. 28, along with 
pantry service for those 
without transportation. All 
programs and services will 
be closed at 1 p.m. New 
Year’s Eve, Thursday, Dec. 
31, and all-day New Year’s 
Day Friday, Jan. 1. Other 
than closing for holidays, 
Transit Dispatch — which 
can be reached by phone 
at 260-563-7536 — 
remains open as will Living 
Well Winchester Senior 
Center offices — which may 
be reached by phone at 
260-563-4475. December 
senior supplemental food 
boxes will be pick-up only. 
To schedule a pantry 
appointment or to sign up 
for senior center remote 
activities and services, call 
260-563-4475. 


In Sports: Wabash varsity wrestling falls to Peru. Page A6 
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Tomorrow’s 


weather 


National Guard long-term 


ISDH reports 39th 
COVID-19 death 
in Wabash County 
on Wednesday 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


On Wednesday, the Indi- 
ana State Department of 
Health (ISDH) reported the 
39th COVID-19 death in 
Wabash County. 

Though the ISDH’s data 
reflects community spread 
of COVID-19 in Wabash 


County remains elevated, 
it has edged slightly down 
since the week before. 
However, the county’s rat- 
ing remains in the orange 
or second-highest catego- 
ry. The ISDH dashboard 
was updated with results 
as of 11:59 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 21. The county met- 
rics map is updated at noon 


Wednesdays and reflects 
data through the previous 
Sunday. 


And as several Wabash 
County long-term care fa- 
cilities continued to report a 
steady stream of infections 
and deaths, the Indiana Na- 
tional Guard’s deployment 


to those locations was ex- 
tended. 


National Guard 
deployment extended 


During a televised press 
conference Tuesday, Gov. 
Eric J. Holcomb announced 
that he will be extending the 
mission of the Indiana Na- 
tional Guard at long-term 
care facilities through the 
end of February. 

In November, state officials 
announced more than 1,300 
members of Indiana’s Na- 
tional Guard were being de- 
ployed to the 133 hardest-hit 
long-term care centers to 


assist with infection con- 
trol practices like improved 
COVID-19 testing for facil- 
ity residents and employees, 
according to the Associated 
Press. That support — meant, 
in part, to relieve health care 
staff — was then expanded 
to all 534 nursing homes in 
Indiana over the following 
three weeks, Adjutant Gen- 
eral, Brig. Gen. Dale Lyles 
said. 

“They’ve been a God- 
send, quite frankly,’ said 
Holcomb, during a televised 
press conference Tuesday. 
“We hear from these long- 
term care centers saying, 
“We don’t want you to leave. 


HOLIDAY WINDOW 


Se 


K 


DISPLAY WINNER 


Provided photo 
Kim Osborne, owner of Wabash Pizza King, stands outside her holiday window display. Pizza King is the winner of the People’s 
Choice Holiday Window Contest in Downtown Wabash, according to Wabash Marketplace executive director. Their windows were 
hand-painted with a nostalgic snowman theme. Votes were collected online from Nov 25 to 29 at https://www.wabashmarket 
place.org /vote.html. 


NMPL carries on Veteran’s Tree tradition 


Even as the main 
building is closed 


to the public, those who 
served are still honored 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


seen up close by the community. 
Near the checkout desk sits the 
Veteran’s Tree, which is decorat- 
ed with several colorful paper or- 
naments honoring locals and their 
relatives who served in the mili- 


tary. 


NMPL adult department manager 
and marketing coordinator Jeanna 
Hann said they have tried to get the 


See PULSE, page A2 
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Like many public facilities, the 
main building of the North Man- 
chester Public Library (NMPL) 
has been closed to patrons for the 
past few weeks due to COVID-19 


restrictions. 


The effects of this can be seen 
in those idling in their vehicles, 
waiting for their curbside orders to 
be placed on the bench when they 
normally would be browsing the 


stacks inside. 


word out about the tree by posting 
it on their social media accounts, 
but it’s not the same as in previous 


years. 


However, 


on the tradition. 


It’s also meant that an annual 


NMPL custom won’t be able to be 


“It’s so sad because nobody’s go- 
ing to see it,” said Hann. 
that hasn’t stopped 
those working inside from carrying 


Names, dates and photos adorn 
each ornament, each representing 
a different local veteran being hon- 
ored by the community. 


See TRADITION, page A2 


Photo by Rob Burgess / Plain Dealer 
The Veteran’s Tree is decorated with several 
colorful paper ornaments honoring locals and 
their relatives who served in the military. 


care deployment extended 


We’re really kind of hitting 
our groove right now. It’s 
good teamwork. They’re 
helping with screening and 
helping to do some of the 
clerical functions and so, so 
much more.” 

That deployment was orig- 
inally set to expire at the end 
of December, but that date 
has now been moved back 
by two months. 

“That’s well into our vac- 
cination process and proto- 
col,” said Holcomb 

For the past eight months, 
members of the Indiana 
National Guard have made 


See EXTENDED, page A3 


Wabash 
County’s 
labor force 
shrinking 


The area considered 
at full employment, 
but negative long-term 
trends remain 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


When the Indiana Depart- 
ment of Workforce Devel- 
opment (DWD) released 
their November employ- 
ment report Monday, the 
news seemed positive on 
its face. 

In Wabash County, unem- 
ployment was at 4 percent, 
which is technically con- 
sidered full employment. 

But, a closer look at the 
numbers reveals some 
more alarming long-term 
figures. 

“As we have been seeing 
in the summer and fall, 
the trend of the shrinking 
labor force continues in 
northeast Indiana,” said 


See LABOR, page A3 


save Our 
stages Act 
could benefit 
Honeywell 


$10B bipartisan bill 
part of latest COVID-19 
relief package 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


As congressional Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans in 
Washington, D.C. wrangle 
over the details of the lat- 
est COVID-19 relief bill, at 
least one part of the pack- 
age is being hailed by both 
sides. 

The Save Our Stages 
Act, or the SOS Act, was 
originally introduced into 
the Senate on July 22 by 
co-sponsors Sen. Amy Klo- 
buchar, D-Minnesota, and 
Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas. 

The $10 billion, the bi- 
partisan bill now has 58 
co-sponsors in the Senate 
and was approved earli- 
er this week as part of the 
larger relief package by the 


See STAGES, page A2 
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Pay the Day reduced joiner fee 
available at the Wabash County YMCA 


Those who take 
advantage of this 
can save up to $74 


STAFF REPORT 


Those looking to start the 
New Year on the right foot 
and jump start those well- 
ness goals with the Wabash 
County YMCA can save up 
to $74 off the joiner fee, ac- 


PULSE 


From page A1 


ISP to increase 
overtime patrols 
during holidays 


Troopers working from the 
Indiana State Police (ISP) 
Peru Post will be increasing 
overtime patrols during the 
Christmas and New Years’ 
driving period. This is part of 
the Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over national enforcement 
mobilization that runs 
through Jan. 1, 2021. Offi- 
cers will be searching for 
impaired drivers, whether it’s 
alcohol or drugs. Officers will 
also be on the lookout for 
unbuckled motorists. 


Salamonie 
to hold Winter 
Forest Day Camp 


Salamonie Lake has 
announced an outdoor day 
camp from 8:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 4, 
2021, to Friday, Jan. 8, 2021, 
at 3691 New Holland Road, 
Andrews. Children ages 7 to 
13 are welcome. The early 
bird registration discount 
ends Monday, Dec. 21. 
Events scheduled during the 
day camp include a daily 


$ LASALLE ST. 


LASALLE St. Securities, L.L.C, 


cording to CEO Dean Gogo- 
lewski. 

New members who join 
between Saturday, Dec. 26 
and Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2021 
will pay a $1 joiner fee. 

New members who join 
between Wednesday, Jan. 6 
and Sunday, Jan. 31, 2021 
will pay the joiner fee on the 
day they join. 

“Join the YMCA family 
and enjoy member benefits 
such as group exercise class- 


hike, sit spots, games, shel- 
ter and fire building, small 
groups to prepare and pres- 
ent short presentations on 
nature topics. Participants 
will also meet education 
birds-of-prey ambassadors. 
The cost per child is $60 and 
$55 for each additional sib- 
ling. For more information 
and registration, call 260- 
468-2127. Limited space is 
available. For more informa- 
tion, visit dnr.IN.gov/uwis. 


Honeywell seeking 
artist entries for 
Clark Gallery 92 
County Art Show 


Honeywell Arts & Entertain- 
ment will be hosting its 
annual 92 County Art Show 
in the Honeywell Center 
Clark Gallery from Thursday, 
Jan. 7, 2021, to Monday, 
Feb. 15, 2021. Entries will be 
accepted from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Monday, Jan. 4. The 
competition is open to artists 
of all ages living in any of 
the 92 Indiana counties. 

For a list of complete 
guidelines and artist entry 
information, visit Honey 
wellArts.org/92-county. The 
exhibit will be available for 
public viewing from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays and will be hosted 
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es, child watch services, 
priority registration for pro- 
grams, unlimited access to 
the Wellness Center, indoor 
tennis and pickleball courts, 
access to the Honeywell Pool 
in the Summer, guest passes 
for family and friends, na- 
tionwide membership across 
the country where available, 
and much more,” said Gogo- 
lewski. 

For more information, call 
260-563-9622. 


virtually via HoneywellArts. 
org and the Honeywell Cen- 
ter’s Facebook and Insta- 
gram pages. For more infor- 
mation, visit http:// 
honeywellarts.org/exhibits. 


Second Harvest to 
hold tailgate food 
distribution every 
other Wednesday 


Second Harvest Food Bank 
of East Central Indiana has 
planned tailgate food distri- 
butions for 1 p.m. Wednes- 
day, Jan. 13, 2021, at Man- 
chester Church of the 
Brethren, 1306 Beckley St., 
North Manchester; and 
11 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 27, 
2021, at Bachelor Creek 
Church of Christ, 2147 Indi- 
ana 15. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.curehunger. 
org, classy.org/campaign/ 
hunger-action-month/ 
c299182 or https://www. 
givepulse.com/ 
group/203410. 

Editor’s note: If you have 
an upcoming event to sub- 
mit, please send it by 
email to news@wabash 
plaindealer.com no later than 
five days before the event itself. 
Please use complete sentences, 
Associated Press style and Mic- 
rosoft Word or PDF file formats. 
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A fresh approach 
to investing... 


e No automated phone hassle! 


Talk to a real person! 
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e Risk Management 


Call Us to Learn More 


Erica Markiewicz 


Registered Representative 


Member FINRA and SIPC 


Check us out on Facebook at 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


5-Day Weather Summary 


Saturday 
Mostly Sunny 
37/27 

Sun and Moon 


Today's sunset... ee 5:25 p.m. 
Tomorrow's sunrise............ 8:02 a.m. 


PCO 


Full Last 
12/29 1/6 


New 
1/13 
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Senate. 

This bill authorizes the 
Small Business Admin- 
istration (SBA) to make 
grants to eligible to live 
venue operators, produc- 
ers, promoters or talent 
representatives to address 
the economic effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on 
certain live venues. 

These funds have the 
potential to make a huge 
impact in Wabash County, 
specifically for the Hon- 
eywell Foundation, which 
has been hit particularly 
hard by the pandemic. 

“The Ford Theater and 
Eagles Theatre stages have 


Sunday 
Mostly Cloudy 
45/29 


Monday 
Mostly Cloudy 
36/22 


Tuesday 
Mostly Cloudy 
34/27 


Wednesday 
Rain & Snow 
Possible 


441/36 


Detailed Local Outlook 


First 
1/20 


45°, humidity of 70%. 


been dark since March,” 
said public relations and 
marketing coordinator 
Morgan Ellis on Tuesday. 
“We greatly miss hosting 
the variety of talented art- 
ists who would visit our 
community to provide an 
uplifting evening of enter- 
tainment. Our stages, and 
the events that happen on 
them, are woven into the 
social fabric of our com- 
munity and we applaud the 
recognition that they are 
worthy of saving.” 
Specifically, the SBA 
may make an initial grant 
of up to $12 million to an 
eligible operator, promot- 
er, producer or talent rep- 
resentative; and a supple- 
mental grant that is equal 
to 50 percent of the initial 


Today we will see mostly sunny skies, high temperature 
of 38°, humidity of 48%. Southwest wind 6 to 10 mph. 
Expect partly cloudy skies tonight, overnight low of 27°. 
South wind 8 mph. The wind chill for tonight could 
reach 20°. Sunday, skies will be mostly cloudy, high of 


grant. 

An initial grant must be 
used for costs incurred be- 
tween March 1, 2020, and 
Dec. 31, 2020, but a sup- 
plemental grant may be 
used for expenses incurred 
through June 30, 2021. 

Such grants shall be used 
for specified expenses such 
as payroll costs, rent, utili- 
ties and personal protective 
equipment. 

“The Save Our Stages 
idea is great and I hope 
the Honeywell can utilize 
this,’ said Grow Wabash 
County CEO and presi- 
dent Keith Gillenwater on 
Wednesday. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain 
Dealer editor, may be reached 
by email at rburgess@wabash 
plaindealer.com. 


honored by the community. 
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One says Homer Ousley 
Jr. served in the U.S. Army 
from 1964 to 1966. 

Another indicates Rex 
Reahard served in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II. 

Others only have names 


A 
Names, dates and photos adorn each ornament, each representing a different local veteran being 


and photos, like the ones 
that feature a smiling, uni- 
formed man identified as 
Bruce Pottenger, U.S. Air 
Force Technical Sergeant 
Joe Garcia, Tad Lochner, 
Aaron Brown and Carl 
McShirley. 

“We thank all our amaz- 
ing veterans for serving,” 
said Hann. “Your sacrifices 


Photos by Rob Burgess / Plain Dealer 
With the building closed, the NMPL has posted photos of the tree on their social media accounts. 


have not been forgotten.” 

Hann said after being 
closed for Christmas Eve 
and Christmas, the NMPL 
curbside service will re- 
sume from llam. to 
7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 28. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain 
Dealer editor, may be reached by 
email at rburgess@wabashplain 
dealer.com. 


A Wabash 


“f Plain Dealer 


2 VOL. 162 NO. 183 


99 W. Canal St., Wabash, Ind. 46992 


Circulation 


E Customer Service 
260-563-2131 


Telephone Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


E Delivery: Your newspaper is 
delivered by the USPS and will 


by calling Subscriber Services at 
260-563-2131. 


POSTMASTER: Send address 
change to Wabash Plain Dealer, 99 
W. Canal St., Wabash, IN 46992. 


E There will be a $10 early ter- 
mination fee to cancel an existing 
subscription prior to expiration 


Talk to us 


Linda Kelsay, Publisher 
Ikelsay@wabashplaindealer.com 


Rob Burgess, Editor 
rburgess@wabashplaindealer.com 


Travis Campbell, 
Advertising Director 
tcampbell@pmginmi.com 


Main number: 260-563-2131 


Newsroom 
260-563-2131 
news@wabashplaindealer.com 


Website 


www.wabashplaindealer.com 
Fax: 260-563-0816 


arrive with your daily mail. date. 

E Missed your paper? We sin- Advertising 

cerely hope not, but if you did 

please contact your local post E 260-563-2131 (after hours, 
office. To verify that your account Press 5 for advertising) 

is active, call us at 260-563- E Classified: classifieds@ 
2131. wabashplaindealer.com 


E Home delivery subscription 


USPS 663-940 


Wabash Plain Dealer 
established September 1858 


Published Wednesdays and Saturdays 
(except on postal holidays) by Paxton 
Media Group, by the Wabash Plain Deal- 
er, 99 W. Canal St., Wabash, IN 46992. 


Periodical postage paid at Wabash, Ind. 


E Legals: legals@ 


rates: 13 weeks, $59.50. EZ-Pay, | wabashplaindealer.com 
monthly, $18.65. E Retail: cbrown@ 
Other payment options available | wabashplaindealer.com 


No portion of this publication may be 
reproduced without the written consent 
of the General Sales Manager of the 


Wabash Plain Dealer. 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


Obituaries 


Federal report: Indiana GDP 
saw significant 3rd-quarter rise 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 
— Indiana’s gross domestic 
product rose significantly in 
the third quarter as consum- 
ers and businesses adapted to 
the coronavirus pandemic, but 
the state’s economy has yet to 
regain the ground it lost to 
virus-related business disrup- 
tions, a federal reports shows. 

Wednesday’s report from 
the U.S. Commerce Depart- 
ment shows that Indiana’s real 
gross domestic product rose 
at a seasonally adjusted an- 
nualized rate of 43.3 percent 


from July through September. 
That’s up from negative 33 
percent in the second quarter. 

The increase was driven in 
part by durable goods man- 
ufacturing, up nearly 10 per- 
cent, and nondurable goods 
manufacturing, up nearly 5 
percent, according to the re- 
port from the agency’s Bu- 
reau of Economic Analysis. 

Indiana’s real GPD rose to 
$379 billion in the third quar- 
ter, up from $344 billion in 
the second quarter, the report 
shows. 


But a closer look at the data 
reveals that Indiana has yet 
to regain all of the economic 
ground it lost to the pandem- 
ic’s business disruptions, The 
Indianapolis Star reported. 

“The numbers are good 
for the third quarter, but they 
don’t get it back to where we 
were this time last year,’ said 
Michael Hicks, director of 
Ball State’s Center for Busi- 
ness and Economic Research. 

He said Indiana remains in 
the throes of a major depres- 
sion, and in terms of declining 


GDP, 2020 is one of the very 
worst years in state history. 
Hicks said the pandemic has 
resulted in a splintered eco- 
nomic recovery where high- 
er-earning workers are faring 
better than workers at the 
middle and lower ends of the 
labor market. 

He anticipates that Indi- 
ana could likely experience 
another decline in GDP in 
the fourth quarter due to the 
weakening economy, perma- 
nent job losses and under-em- 
ployed workers. 


EXTENDED 
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their presence felt in Wa- 
bash County. Local deploy- 
ments in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic have 
included long-term care fa- 
cilities, food bank tailgate 
distributions, and, more re- 
cently, free testing sites. 
Last month, Peabody Re- 
tirement Community ex- 
ecutive director Rod Craft 
said they were one of the 
communities receiving as- 
sistance. Craft said three 
Indiana National Guard sol- 
diers were assisting them 
with entering over 900 test 
results weekly at their facil- 
ity, as well as screening em- 
ployees and guests before 
entering the building. 


Holcomb signs 
executive order 


On Wednesday, Gov. Eric 
Holcomb signed Executive 
Order 20-51, which extend- 
ed the temporary licensing 
of healthcare workers for 
90 days, allowing individu- 
als who are not currently li- 
censed to practice in Indiana 
to have a temporary license. 

“This order applies to 
retired healthcare profes- 
sionals, certain healthcare 
students and out-of-state 
healthcare professionals,” 
said press secretary Rachel 
Hoffmeyer. 

Hoffmeyer said the order 
also allows properly trained 
individuals, such as certain 
paramedics and EMTs and 
members of the National 
Guard, to administer the 
COVID-19 vaccine. Med- 
ical assistants can also ad- 
minister the vaccine under 
the supervision of a phy- 
sician, physician assistant, 
advanced practice registered 
nurse or registered nurse. 

Hoffmeyer said in re- 
sponse to the high volume 
of unemployment claims, 
the order continues the sus- 
pension of certain require- 
ments to expedite the hiring 
and training of temporary 
workers to more quickly re- 
solve unemployment issues. 


Professionals who are 
granted a temporary license 
to provide healthcare ser- 
vices in the state in response 
to this public health emer- 
gency must register with 
the Professional Licensing 
Agency via their website at 
www.in.gov/pla. 


Testing continues at 
Parkview Wabash 


OptumServe will admin- 
ister free COVID-19 test- 
ing from 8a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Saturdays 
at Parkview Wabash Hospi- 
tal “on an on-going basis.” 
Testing will take place at 
8 John Kissinger Drive in 
the first-floor conference 
room of the Medical Office 
Building (MOB) adjoining 
Parkview Wabash Hospital. 
Testing site patrons should 
not use the MOB entrance 
or enter through the hospi- 
tal, but instead, enter and 
exit through the designat- 
ed entrance between the 
two buildings. Signage will 
mark the appropriate en- 
trance, which is within a 
few steps of the conference 
room and testing site. 

Residents will have to 
register to schedule an ap- 
pointment through the Op- 
tum/LHI website by visiting 
https://Ihi.care/covidtesting 
or by calling 888-634-1116. 


Long-term care 
facilities 


The ISDH’s long-term care 
facilities dashboard was up- 
dated at noon Wednesday, 
Dec. 23 with results as of 
Wednesday, Dec. 16. New 
positive cases and deaths 
have occurred over a range 
of dates but were reported to 
the ISDH seven days before 
the last dashboard update. 

In Wabash County, only 
Bickford of Wabash report- 
ed no cases. 

Otherwise, during the lat- 
est update, in Wabash Coun- 
ty: 

E Timbertcrest Senior 
Living Community in North 
Manchester reported seven 
total resident positive cases, 
fewer than five total resident 


deaths and 34 staff positive 
cases. 

E Peabody Retirement 
Community in North Man- 
chester reported fewer than 
five new resident deaths, 52 
total resident positive cases, 
eight total resident deaths 
and 111 staff positive cases. 

E Wellbrooke of Wabash 
reported nine new resident 
positive cases, five new res- 
ident deaths, 25 total res- 
ident positive cases, eight 
total resident deaths and 22 
staff positive cases. 

E Autumn Ridge Rehabil- 
itation Centre reported 19 
total resident positive cases, 
fewer than five total resident 
deaths and 14 staff positive 
cases. 

E Vernon Health and Re- 
habilitation reported fewer 
than five new resident pos- 
itive cases, 34 total resident 
positive cases, fewer than 
five total resident deaths and 
25 staff positive cases. 

E Rolling Meadows 
Health Care Center in La- 
Fontaine reported fewer 
than five new resident pos- 
itive cases, fewer than five 
new resident deaths, 55 total 
resident positive cases, 12 
total resident deaths and 15 
staff positive cases. 

E Miller’s Merry Manor — 
Wabash East reported fewer 
than five new resident pos- 
itive cases, seven total res- 
ident positive cases and 17 
staff positive cases. 

E Millers Merry Man- 
or — Wabash West reported 
fewer than five total resident 
positive cases and nine staff 
positive cases. 


Local figures 


On Wednesday, the ISDH 
reported 15 new local pos- 
itive COVID-19 cases, 
bringing Wabash County’s 
total to 2,480, with 11,762 
tests. The local seven-day 
positivity rating for all tests 
was 11.3 percent. The local 
seven-day positivity rating 
for unique individuals was 
23.6 percent. 

On Thursday, the ISDH re- 
ported 23 new local positive 
COVID-19 cases, bringing 
Wabash County’s total to 
2,503, with 11,829 tests. 


The local seven-day posi- 
tivity rating for all tests was 
12.4 percent. The local sev- 
en-day positivity rating for 
unique individuals was 25 
percent. 


Statewide figures 


On Thursday, the ISDH 
announced that 6,288 addi- 
tional Hoosiers have been 
diagnosed with COVID-19 
through testing at state and 
private laboratories. That 
brings to 482,734 the num- 
ber of Indiana residents 
now known to have had the 
novel coronavirus following 
corrections to the previous 
day’s dashboard. 

A total of 7,391 Hoo- 
siers are confirmed to have 
died from COVID-19, an 
increase of 85 from the 
previous day. Another 339 
probable deaths have been 
reported based on clinical 
diagnoses in patients for 
whom no positive test is on 
record. Deaths are reported 
based on when data are re- 
ceived by the state and oc- 
curred over multiple days. 

To date, 2,572,545 unique 
individuals have been test- 
ed in Indiana, up from 
2,556,493 on Wednesday. 
A total of 5,431,146 tests, 
including repeat tests for 
unique individuals, have 
been reported to the ISDH 
since Feb. 26. 

In addition to the Wabash 
site, the ISDH will offer 
free COVID-19 testing from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday at 
the following locations: 

E Knox Community Cen- 
ter, 55 E. Lake St., Knox 

E Washington County 
Fairgrounds, 118 N. Fair St., 
Salem 


E Westport Community 
Building, 205 W. Main St., 
Westport 


E Whitley County 4-H 
Center, 680 W. Squawbuck 
Road, Columbia City 

To find other testing sites 
around the state, visit www. 
coronavirus.in.gov and click 
on the COVID-19 testing in- 
formation link. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain 
Dealer editor, may be reached by 
email at rburgess@wabashplain 
dealer.com. 
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From page A1 


Purdue University Fort 
Wayne Community Re- 
search Institute (CRI) di- 
rector Rachel Blakeman 
on Monday. “While coun- 
ties had fewer unemployed 
workers from October to 
November, most also had 
fewer employed workers.” 
Blakeman said using 
year-over-year numbers, 
the negative trend on all 
numbers, including em- 
ployed workers, workers 
seeking employment and 
the unemployment rate, 
was “more dramatic.” 
“Although the ‘full em- 
ployment metric of below 
5 percent unemployment is 
true of all but Allen Coun- 
ty, which was at 5 percent 
last month, the shrinking 
labor force shows the en- 
during economic effects of 
the pandemic,” said Blake- 
man. “There are no partic- 
ular events in November, 
unlike the shutdown or- 
ders or students returning 
to school, that CRI can 
identify that would drive 
down the labor force so 
uniformly other than pan- 
demic fatigue of workers.” 
Blakeman said they an- 
ticipated they were seeing 
the effects of COVID-19 


on the job market, in- 
cluding “parents who left 
the workforce because 
of unpredictable school 
schedules, workers who 
have given up looking for 
employment either out of 
concern for exposure to 
the virus or jobs not avail- 
able in their particular in- 
dustry and older workers 
who accelerated their re- 
tirement schedule.” 

“Until the vaccine is 
in wide distribution and 
adopted by a significant 
share of the public, we can 
expect to see these shaky 
numbers into the first or 
second quarter of 2021,” 
said Blakeman. 

Northeast Indiana Works 
communications direc- 
tor Rick Farrant said the 
shrinking labor force was 
one of the “warning signs 
on the horizon.” 

“Many businesses are 
hanging on by a thread 
and resiliency is waning 
in some sectors. In the last 
few months, we’ve seen at 
least four manufacturers 
in northeast Indiana an- 
nouncing closures, leaving 
hundreds of workers out of 
jobs. That does not include 
the impact the pandem- 
ic has had on businesses 
in the retail and food and 
accommodation sectors,” 
said Farrant. “Moreover, 


while there are still many 
job openings in north- 
east Indiana, businesses 
are finding it increasingly 
hard to find workers.” 

On Wednesday, Grow 
Wabash County CEO and 
president Keith Gillen- 
water said the local un- 
employment level of 4 
percent wasn’t “a terrible 
concern” as “there is al- 
ways a section of the total 
labor force of folks that 
would be considered un- 
employable. 

“They have issues that 
affect their attendance, be- 
havior issues, or others,” 
he said. 

Gillenwater said he 
shared the concerns about 
the shrinking labor force 
and increasing retirements 
locally. 

“We know we have an 
aging community, higher 
than average in Wabash 
County,” he said. “The idea 
of COVID effect, whether 
it is fatigue, having to take 
an extended leave to care 
for an ill parent or child 
out of school, etc.” 

Gillenwater said his- 
torically coming out of 
a recession, labor force 
shrinkage and a longer re- 
covery were to be expect- 
ed. However, he said this 
year has been particularly 
difficult. 


“Whether it was official 
or not we hit a recession 
earlier this year when 
COVID was hitting work- 
forces and we were try- 
ing to figure out what the 
definition of an essential 
or non-essential worker 
was,” he said. 

Gillenwater said beyond 
the impacts of the pan- 
demic itself, there was 
also “a generational shift 
in attitudes about work 
that play into this as well.” 

“A traditional, 40-hour 
workweek outside of the 
house is still prevalent 
but factors like the rising 
gig-economy, contract 
workforce and work-shar- 
ing are also contributing to 
this decline,” he said. 

Gillenwater said these 
changes underscored the 
importance of the Imag- 
ine One 85 initiative to 
reverse the local declining 
population, the housing 
initiatives to provide mod- 
ern and desirable housing 
to attract people and the 
livability initiatives. 

“It all works in tandem 
and each and every initia- 
tive cannot exist in a vacu- 
um and be successful,” he 
said. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain 
Dealer editor, may be reached 
by email at rburgess@wabash 
plaindealer.com. 
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Suzanne Smith 


Jan. 18, 1952 - 


Suzanne Smith, 68, of Wa- 
bash, passed away Decem- 
ber 23, 2020. 

Suzanne is survived by 
one son, Philip Chris (Ra- 
chal) Smith, of Warsaw; 
one daughter, Noelle (Wil- 
liam) Hunter, of Wabash; 
three granddaughters, Bai- 
ley Good, of North Caroli- 
na, Maddison Hunter and 
Makenna Hunter, both of 
Wabash; two brothers, Da- 


Dec. 23, 2020 


vid Wingate, of Oklahoma 
and Matthew Myers, of Aus- 
tin, Texas; and three sisters, 
Cheryl Saunders, of Wabash, 
Melissa (Brian) Middleton, 
of Wabash and Johnna (Darl) 
Fox, of Austin, Texas. She 
was preceded in death by 
one sister. 

A private celebration of life 
service will be held at a later 
date at Church of Christ at 
Treaty. 


Leonard Doyle Davidson 


Funeral services for Leon- 
ard Doyle Davidson, 69, of 
Lagro, will be 10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, December 29, 
2020 at Grandstaff-Hentgen 


Funeral Service, Wabash. 
Friends may call 5:00 — 
8:00 p.m., Monday. Burial in 
Memorial Lawns Cemetery, 
Wabash. 


David Eugene Trisler 
March 8, 1967 - Dec.7, 2020 


David Eugene Tris- 
ler, Jr., 53 of Indianap- 
olis, formerly of Lo- 
gansport and Wabash, 
passed away unexpect- 
edly Monday, Decem- 
ber 7, 2020, in Lakev- 
iew Manor, Indianapolis. 

Born March 8, 1967, in 
Wabash County, he was the 
son of David Eugene Sr. and 
Brenda Joyce (Lengel) Tris- 
ler. His father, Dave, survives 
in Wabash. 

David was a 1985 graduate 
of Huntington North High 
School. He had worked at the 
Peak Community workshop 
in Logansport. 

A proud member of the 
Cass County Special Olym- 
pics, David enjoyed bowling 
and bocce ball. He loved 
people and lively conver- 
sation. David always had a 
stack of word puzzles handy 
and loved nothing more 


than Mountain Dew... 
lots of it! He enjoyed 
spending time with 
special friends Rita 
Bashore and Kenneth 
Licklider. 

Surviving with his 
father are his sister, Diana 
(Jeremy) Tucker, Wabash; 
his brother, Jim (Jodi) Tris- 
ler, LaFontaine; three neph- 
ews, Hunter Tucker, J.D. 
Trisler, and Jordan Trisler; 
his aunt, Pamela Lengel, 
Wabash; and his guardian, 
Cinda Milan, Logansport. 

He was preceded in death by 
his mother and grandparents. 

A Celebration of Life is 
planned for a later date. Ar- 
rangements have been entrust- 
ed to Fisher Funeral Chapel & 
Cremation Services. 

You may share memories, 
photos and condolences on 
David’s Tribute Wall at www. 
fisherfuneralchapel.com 


John Wallace Whiting 


April 11, 1927 - 


John Wallace Whiting, 93, 
North Manchester, Indiana, 
passed away December 21, 
2020 at Peabody Healthcare 
Center, North Manchester, 
Indiana. 

The loving memory of John 
Wallace Whiting will be for- 
ever cherished by his wife, 
Gloria Elaine Whiting, North 
Manchester, Indiana; sons, J. 
Kirk (Betty) Whiting, Ches- 
terton, Indiana and Keith A. 


Dec. 21, 2020 


(Paula) Whiting, North Man- 
chester, Indiana; brother-in- 
law, Ted Rogers; and lifelong 
friend, Pastor Larry Ray, 
North Manchester, Indiana. 

A graveside service will be 
held Monday, December 28, 
2020 at 2:00 p.m. at Mays- 
ville Cemetery, 14 Lunice 
Creek Highway, Maysville, 
West Virginia. 

Arrangements are entrusted 
to McKee Mortuary. 


IN BRIEF 


City Hall closed 
through Monday 


Wabash City Hall and 
all non-emergency depart- 
ments closed as of 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 23, accord- 
ing to Mayor Scott Long’s 
assistant Bev Vanderpool. All 


Wabash City Departments 
will reopen at 8 a.m. Monday, 
Dec. 28. 

“This will allow our employ- 
ees to spend time with their 
friends and families,’ said 
Vanderpool. “Mayor Long 
would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas.” 


The future is for you 


By JERRY GAUTHIER 


“Behold, the former things 
have come to pass, And new 
things I declare; Before they 
spring forth I tell you of 
them.” Isaiah 42:9 
Ma Christmas and 

appy New Year, but 
how are we reacting over this 
new year of 2021? 

Everybody has figured the 
past is what we did and the 
future is whatever we make 
it. The supposed debunking 
of God’s work in the past 
automatically leaves no hope 
for the Lord’s work in the 
future. Man naturally prefers 
to be in control as sinners, 
since God does not seem to 
care. This is why the motto in 
society today is to “plan, plan 
and plan.” There is a fixation 
on calculations, a desire to 
make things look just right, 
and even seek after more op- 
tions. Our rehearsal over the 
future has met COVID-19 and 
it leaves us to wonder over 
how much we can and should 
control. 

Beyond conflict over plans, 
a distrust with plans and 
disappointment in plans made 
by men. God has made plans 
by the Gospel for more than 
anew year. St. Paul says, “In 
the same way we also when 
we were children, were en- 
slaved to the elementary prin- 
ciples of the world. But when 
the fullness of time had come, 


God sent forth his Son, born 
of woman, born under the law, 
to redeem those who were un- 
der the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. And 
because you are sons, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 
Father!’ So you are no longer 
a slave, but a son, and if a son, 
then an heir through God.” 
(Galatians 4:3-7) 

The interruptions in our 
lives are to find the Lord 
pulling us back to His Son 
especially during the bad 
times. The child born of the 
Virgin Mary was destined 
to bear the cross and be our 
Savior. If you cannot accept 
the fact that God has worked 
in the past you will not have 
hope that He will work any 
good for your future. Baptism 
promises an adoption of grace 
planned out for you by God’s 
Name. We all make plans, 
but that was never holding up 
the future. This is why true 
promises come to us by God’s 
Holy Word and Sacraments. 
These are the “new things” 
that spring forth from Christ 
alone against all sin, death, 
and darkness. We do not have 
to throw away our planners, 
but God’s gift by the Gospel 
never changes. It is good for 
more than a new year, but a 
lifetime of forgiveness, life 
and salvation for you in Jesus. 

Jerry Gauthier is the pastor of Zion 
Lutheran Church. 
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Opinion 
The United States must hit back, 
hard, after a cyberattack by Russia 


SPEAK UP 


How to contact 
your legislators: 


U.S. Sen. Todd Young, 
R-Ind. 

B33 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
1-202-224-5623 
http://young.senate.gov/ 
contact 


U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, 
R-Ind. 

B85 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
202-224-4814 
http://braun.senate.gov/ 


U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski, 
R-District 2 

419 Cannon House 

Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 
202-225-3915 


State Sen. Andy Zay, 
R-District 17 

Indiana Senate 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9467 
Senator.Zay@iga.in.gov 


State Rep. David Wolkins, 
R-District 18 

Indiana House 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9841 
h18@in.gov 


To email any 
Indiana lawmaker, 
go to this website: 
www.in.gov/cgi-bin/ 
legislative/contact/ 

contact.pl 


LETTERS 
GUIDELINES 


The Wabash Plain Dealer 
encourages your letters to the 
editor forum, which is 
designed to be a forum for 
exchange of ideas between 
readers about issues of com- 
munity importance. 


Please sign your letter. Your 
name will be used with the 
letter that is published in the 
Plain Dealer. Your letter will be 
returned if it is your desire to 
remain anonymous. 


Since we may want to write 
or Call you to verify the letter, 
we ask that you include your 
address and telephone num- 
ber. All our letters to the editor 
are published in the interest 
of fair play, so we trust our 
letter writers will refrain from 
personal attacks on other 
persons or groups. 


A letter should be less than 
two pages long, preferably of 
double-spaced typing. 


In order to give everyone an 
opportunity to participate in 
this exchange of ideas, please 
try to limit your letters to one 
per month per household. 


To submit a letter, please 
write the Wabash Plain Dealer 
at 99 W. Canal St., Wabash, IN 
46992. 


Letters also may be 
hand-delivered to the news- 
paper office, 99 W. Canal St. 
The office is open 9-11:30 
a.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. If you should 
deliver a letter during 
non-business hours, a drop 
slot is located to the left of the 
front door. Letters may be 
faxed to 260-563-0816, or 
email them to news@ 
wabashplaindealer.com with 
“Letters to the Editor” in the 
subject line. 


ENN 
Es 


DAILY 
SCRIPTURE 


In this the love of God was 
made manifest among us, 
that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we 
might live through him. 

1 John 4:9 


¢ [Tt also could be somebody 

sitting on their bed that 
weighs 400 pounds,” said 
Donald Trump in 2016 about 
the hack of the Democratic 
National Committee, under- 
mining the then-confirmed 
fact that it was Russian intel- 
ligence operatives. 

The sequel is more 
cringe-inducing than the 
original. Even as the rest of 
the nation and his own secre- 
tary of state sound the alarm 
about a much more extensive 
series of breaches and point 
the finger at Russia, Trump 
downplays them and suggests 
Vladimir Putin’s regime may 
be blameless. 

“The Cyber Hack is far 
greater in the Fake News Me- 
dia than in actuality,” tweeted 
the deflector-in-chief, base- 
lessly as usual. “I have been 
fully briefed and everything 
is well under control. Russia, 
Russia, Russia is the priority 
chant when anything happens 
because Lamestream is, for 


WAITING 
FOR SANTA? 


mostly financial reasons, 
petrified of discussing the 
possibility that it may be 
China (it may!).” 

That’s Trump: His hair is 
on fire about wholly manu- 
factured conspiracy theories, 
while he waves away the 
grave risk of severe damage 
done by serious adversaries. 

The intrusion at issue could 
endanger American security 
for years to come. The feder- 
al government’s lead cyber- 
security agency says that the 
breach “poses a grave risk to 
the federal government.” The 
Defense and Homeland Se- 
curity Departments were hit. 
So was the Energy Depart- 
ment, overseer of the nation’s 
nuclear infrastructure. And 
the Treasury and Commerce 
Departments. And state and 
local governments. And For- 
tune 500 companies. 

It began when users 
downloaded an update for 
network-monitoring software 
by a company called Solar- 


Winds; it was infected with 
Russian malware. That blew 
a security hole that let hack- 
ers working for the Russian 
foreign intelligence waltz 
right in and grab who knows 
what. 

Step one is determining the 
extent of the damage done, 
while gathering forensic evi- 
dence to definitively nail the 
perpetrators. That’s no simple 
task, as the scale and duration 
of the invasion could allow 
a maddening web of crimes, 
including mass falsification 
of information. 

Step two is making clear 
that an intrusion so sweeping 
will not go unpunished, lest 
America winds up inviting 
brazen attacks not only from 
Russia but from China, North 
Korea, Iran and others. 

Step three is striking back 
with intensity — a job that, 
given Trump’s hesitancy, will 
likely fall to Joe Biden. 

This editorial was first published 
in The New York Daily News. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Make quitting 
smoking a priority 
for the new year 


The holiday season looks 
a little different this year, 
and stress levels may be at 
an all-time high for many 
of us. But the new year is 
here, and it’s a great time 
for fresh starts. If you’re 
someone who uses tobacco, 
the best thing you can do 
for your health this year is 
to make a quit plan. Smok- 
ing is still the number one 
cause of preventable death 
in Indiana. Deciding to 
quit in 2021 can dramati- 
cally reduce your risk for 
life-threatening diseases and 
even make all of your holi- 
day meals taste better. 


BIJIL 
n Fh, , j 


Today is Saturday, Dec. 26, the 
361st day of 2020. There are 
five days left in the year. 

Highlight in history: 

On Dec. 26, 2004, more than 
230,000 people, mostly in 
southern Asia, were killed by a 
100-foot-high tsunami triggered 
by a 9.1-magnitude earthquake 
beneath the Indian Ocean. 

On this date: 


In 1776, British forces suffered 


a major defeat in the Battle of 


Trenton during the Revolutionary 


War. 

In 1799, former President 
George Washington was eulo- 
gized by Col. Henry Lee as “first 
in war, first in peace and first in 
the hearts of his countrymen.” 


In 1908, Jack Johnson became 


the first African-American boxer 
to win the world heavyweight 
championship as he defeated 
Canadian Tommy Burns in Syd- 
ney, Australia. 


In 1910, the London Palladium, 


Britain’s famous variety theater, 
first opened. 

In 1917, during World War |, 
President Woodrow Wilson 
issued a proclamation authoriz- 
ing the government to take over 
operation of the nation’s rail- 
roads. 

In 1941, during World War Il, 
Winston Churchill became the 


Quit plans may include: 

Combine quit smoking 
strategies to keep you 
focused, confident, and 
motivated to quit. 

Help identify challenges 


you will face as you quit and 


ways to overcome them. 

Can improve your chanc- 
es of quitting smoking for 
good. 

A trained quit coach at 
800-Quit-Now can help with 
a quit plan. 

SmokeFree.gov includes 
the following steps for hav- 
ing a successful quit plan: 

Pick a quit date. 

Let loved ones know you 
are quitting. 

Remove reminders of 
smoking. 

Identify your reasons to 


first British prime minister to 
address a joint meeting of the 
U.S. Congress. 

In 1980, Iranian television foot- 
age was broadcast in the United 
States, showing a dozen of the 
American hostages sending 
messages to their families. 

In 1985, Ford Motor Company 
began selling its Taurus and 
Sable sedans and station wag- 
ons. 

In 1994, French commandos 
stormed a hijacked Air France 
jetliner on the ground in Mar- 
seille, killing four Algerian hijack- 
ers and freeing 170 hostages. 

In 1996, six-year-old beauty 
queen JonBenet Ramsey was 
found beaten and strangled in 
the basement of her family’s 
home in Boulder, Colorado. (To 
date, the slaying remains 
unsolved.) 

In 2003, an earthquake struck 
the historic Iranian city of Bam, 
killing at least 26,000 people. 
Three snowboarders were killed 
in an avalanche in Provo Canyon, 
Utah. 

In 2006, former President Ger- 
ald R. Ford died in Rancho 
Mirage, California, at age 93. 

Ten years ago: A powerful 
East Coast blizzard stranded 
thousands of travelers and 
dumped more than a foot of 


quit smoking. 

Identify your smoking 
triggers. 

Develop coping strategies. 

Have places you can turn 
to for immediate help. The 
Wabash County Tobacco 
Free Coalition is a place that 
can assist you with help to 
be successful at quitting. For 
more information, call 260- 
274-2920 or email tobacco 
freewabash @ hotmail.com. 

Set up rewards for Quit 
Milestones. 

Free, confidential help is 
available online at QuitNow- 
Indiana.com. 

Make 2021 your best year 
yet by deciding to quit. 

Dan Gray 

Director, Wabash County 

Tobacco Free Coalition 


snow in some areas. Salvador 
Jorge Blanco, 84, a former pres- 
ident of the Dominican Republic, 
died in Santo Domingo. Soul 
singer-songwriter Teena Marie, 
54, died in Pasadena, California. 

Five years ago: A new 
onslaught of tornadoes began 
erupting in the South; twisters 
ended up hitting parts of Texas, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
and Mississippi. Chicago police 
killed 19-year-old Quintonio 
LeGrier, a college student who 
an officer said was coming at 
him with a bat, and 55-year-old 
Bettie Jones, a neighbor who 
police said was shot accidental- 
ly. Basketball player Stephen 
Curry was named The Associat- 
ed Press 2015 Male Athlete of 
the Year. 

Today’s Birthdays: Rhythm- 
and-blues singer Abdul “Duke” 
Fakir (The Four Tops) is 85. 
Record producer (and convicted 
murderer) Phil Spector is 81. 
“America’s Most Wanted” host 
John Walsh is 75. Country musi- 
cian Bob Carpenter (The Nitty 
Gritty Dirt Band) is 74. Funk 
musician George Porter Jr. (The 
Meters) is 73. Baseball Hall of 
Fame catcher Carlton Fisk is 73. 
Retired MLB All-Star Chris 
Chambliss is 72. Baseball Hall of 
Famer Ozzie Smith is 66. 
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Indiana’s hospital 
monopolies worse 
than California 


ip Sunday night I sat in front of the TV a few 
extra minutes basking in the Colts victory. 
Much to my delight, the venerable “60 Minutes” 
teaser announced they’d profile the civil anti-trust 
case of Sutter Health in Sacramento California. This 
reporting should be interesting to Hoosiers and their 
elected leaders. Here’s why. 

Since the Affordable Care Act was passed, 
healthcare systems in the United States have been 
rapidly acquiring independent hospitals. They have 
also bought up physician practices and specialty 
care clinics. This potentially limits patient choice 
of hospitals and monopolizes the stream of patients 
flowing into their facilities. Hospitals around the 
country have also structured con- 
tracts that force bundles of services 
on employers. 

Anyone who had a good American 
history course in high school might 
remember that these are textbook 
examples of those business practices 
that were prohibited by Gilded Age 
Anti-Trust laws. The landmark case 
was U.S. v. Standard Oil, which set 
the stage for modern anti-trust. To- 
day, you can replace “oil company” 
with “hospital system,” “independent oil producer” 
with “physician office” and a tuxedoed John D. 
Rockefeller with a smiling CEO/physician in a 
lab coat, and you have much of today’s healthcare 
markets. It is a problem ripe for litigation. 

Almost one year ago, Sutter Health was sued by 
the State of California for anti-trust violations like 
those listed above. Sutter settled the case an hour 
or so before stepping foot into the courtroom. They 
agreed to pay $575 million to the State of Califor- 
nia, submit to a special pricing oversight for the 
next ten years and end their anti-trust practices. 
They got off lightly. 

What should surprise and anger Hoosiers is that 
much of Indiana suffers healthcare markets that are 
more monopolized market areas than Sacramento 
California. In fact, close to one-half of Indiana’s 
healthcare markets as defined by the Affordable 
Care Act are more monopolized than the one in 
which California brought suit against Sutter Health. 
There are a lot more issues that should trouble us. 

California residents pay 16.2 percent of their 
incomes for healthcare, while Hoosiers pay 20.8 
percent. Since 2000, California residents saw their 
cost share of health spending grow by only about 
half the rate that of Indiana families. Today Indi- 
ana’s hospital monopolies are financially damaging 
to Indiana’s economy and Hoosier families. 

The “60 Minutes” story also highlighted the vast 
cost differences that exist between hospitals in the 
highly monopolized and more competitive regions 
of California. Their example was on a childbirth, 
which is twice as expensive in the Sutter Health re- 
gion as in a nearby city. That prompted me to check 
the data for Indiana. 

I chose my community because I live near a 
hospital in one of the most monopolized health- 
care markets in the United States. As it turns out, 
anormal delivery at my local hospital in Muncie 
was priced at $19,488. The closest hospitals outside 
this healthcare market was in Anderson. The prices 
for the same procedure were $7,386. The closest 
hospital inside the same healthcare market charged 
$21,305 for the same procedure, and of course 
that was part of the same not-for-profit healthcare 
company. 

Now, just to be clear, these aren’t my data. The 
hospital pricing data are those submitted by these 
hospitals to the federal government. Nor are the mo- 
nopolization data sets mine; they come from a study 
funded by the IHA to discredit my work. Oddly 
enough, the IHA-funded study actually reported 
levels of monopolization that are above the U.S. 
Department of Justice threshold to trigger anti-trust 
intervention in every single Indiana healthcare mar- 
ket. It is also worth noting that in 2018 and 2019 
Sutter Health was less profitable than Indiana’s top 
four largest hospital chains. As a painful reminder, 
all of these hospital chains are not-for-profit firms. 

Of course, the defenders of hospital monopo- 
lies will argue that the price differences have real 
causes. They’ Il say operating costs are different, 
or they’ll sponsor some public health researcher to 
claim there are vast differences between the behav- 
ioral health characteristics in these two places. They 
will claim that these factors account for a normal 
delivery in Muncie to be a bit more than twice the 
cost of Anderson. After all, John D. Rockefeller 
made the same arguments. 

Now, I’m sure this column will prompt another 
round of op-ed pieces by monopoly apologists 
complaining about my biases and general ignorance 
of economics. Again, that is right out of John D. 
Rockefeller’s playbook, and if you are going to 
run a successful monopoly, he provided a superb 
example. 

Of course, I should remain silent about the up- 
coming attacks and whining letters to my employer. 
After all, ’'m unlikely to be a good judge of my 
own shortcomings. But, I will say this much in 
defense of the dozens of hospital monopoly studies. 
When it comes to hospital pricing and profits, you 
may believe either what they tell you in newspa- 
pers, or what they tell the IRS and other federal 
agencies; you cannot believe both. 

Oh, and there’s one more interesting twist on the 
Sutter Health case and its implication for hospi- 
tal monopolies around the country. California’s 
attorney general, Xavier Becerra, who brought suit 
against Sutter Health, has been nominated to head 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices. I am so looking forward to 2021. 

Michael J. Hicks, PhD, is the director of the Center for Busi- 
ness and Economic Research and the George and Frances 
Ball distinguished professor of economics in the Miller College 
of Business at Ball State University. Hicks earned doctoral 
and master’s degrees in economics from the University of 
Tennessee and a bachelor’s degree in economics from Virginia 
Military Institute. He has authored two books and more than 
60 scholarly works focusing on state and local public policy, 
including tax and expenditure policy and the impact of Wal- 
Mart on local economies. 
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Hygge 
meatballs 


ts winter, nearly the new 

year, and uncertain times. 
With that convergence, 
we could all do with some 
hygge right now. You might 
have heard about hygge, a 
Danish word that’s made 
a splash beyond its Nordic 
borders. It’s an appealing 
term, albeit linguistically 
challenging 
(pronounced 
WHO-gheh). 
The meaning, 
however, is 
hardly chal- 
lenging. 

Hygge is an 
intrinsic no- 
tion of com- 
fort, warmth 
and coziness 
that transcends borders 
and language. It’s not so 
much an object as it is a 
state of being. Hygge and 
its adjective, hyggelig, can 
refer to a gathering, a meal, 
a conversation, or simply 
a collective and communal 
moment, enhanced by good 
will and simple yet pleasur- 
able things, such as flicker- 
ing candles, fleecy blankets, 
a cup of tea, an uplifting 
conversation or delicious 
homemade food. Hygge is 
nondenominational, non- 
judgmental, undemanding 
and egalitarian. No wonder 
it’s so popular. We all need 
a dose of it. 

Which brings me to meat- 
balls. 

If there is any food group 
that evokes intergeneration- 
al and international com- 
fort, it’s meatballs. Not only 
do they simply taste great, 
meatballs are in nearly 
every cuisine and enjoyed 
by children and adults 
alike. Your mother likely 
made meatballs, and so did 
her mother. They are the 
epitome of comfort food, 
burrowed into our culinary 
DNA, establishing a base- 
line that transcends econo- 
my, class and the ages. 

And, as with most comfort 
food, meatballs are an 
efficient means to stretch 
inexpensive cuts of meat 
by jumbling the ingredients 


Lynda 
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with herbs and spices, and 
braising them in rich and 
robust sauces and stews, 
ladling them over noodles, 
swiping them in dipping 
sauce, and piling them into 
double-fisted sandwiches. 
There is a recipe for every- 
one and every preference, 
including vegetarian with 
beans and legumes. 

Eating them is unpre- 
tentious, comforting and 
immensely fulfilling, and 
bets are that you’ve been 
nibbling on meatballs since 
you were old enough to 
wrap your fingers around 
them. So, while I cannot 
light a fire or knit mittens 
for you, I can at least share 
a meatball recipe with you, 
and wish you a hyggelig 
meal. 

In keeping with the origin 
of hygge, these lettuce 
wraps are inspired by Nor- 
dic cuisine with straightfor- 
ward, no-nonsense spices 
and garnishes. I’ve taken 
the liberty to substitute 
cranberries for what would 
be lingonberries, which 
grow prolifically in Swe- 
den. Lingonberries can be 
tricky to find here, however, 
unless you live next to an 
IKEA. Cranberries provide 
the same tart kick, and you 
might even have some left 
over from Thanksgiving. 


Spiced Meatball 
Lettuce Wraps With 


Cranberry and Dill 
Active Time: 45 minutes 
Total Time: 45 minutes, 
plus 1 hour chilling time 

Yield: Makes 24 to 28 

meatballs 


Compote: 

2 cups fresh or frozen cran- 
berries 

1/2 cup sugar 

1 sprig rosemary 

Pinch of salt 

Meatballs: 

1 tablespoon unsalted butter 
1 small yellow onion, finely 
chopped, about 1/2 cup 

3 garlic cloves, minced 

1 pound ground beef 

1 pound ground pork 

1 large egg, lightly beaten 


December 26-27, 2020 A5 


1/2 cup breadcrumbs, such 
as panko 

1/2 cup fresh parsley leaves, 
finely chopped 

1/3 cup fresh dill, chopped, 
plus extra for garnish 

2 teaspoons salt 

1 teaspoon dried thyme 

1 1/2 teaspoons freshly 
ground black pepper, plus 
more for garnish 

Olive oil for pan-frying 

Butter lettuce or little gem 
lettuce leaves 

Sour cream or whole-milk 
European-style plain yogurt 


Prepare the compote: 

Combine all of the 
compote ingredients in a 
medium saucepan over me- 
dium heat. Cook, stirring to 
dissolve the sugar. Reduce 
the heat to medium-low 
and simmer until the 
berries break down and the 
compote thickens, about 15 
minutes. Remove from the 
heat, discard the rosemary 
sprig and cool. 

Prepare the meatballs: 

Melt the butter in a small 
saucepan. Add the onion 


Your next stimulus check may not 
be in the mail until Jan. 15 


he $900 billion pandem- 

ic-relief bill Congress 
passed Monday night 
provides a second stimulus 
payment of up to $600 to 
individuals earning $75,000 
or less and up to $1,200 for 
couples filing jointly earning 
$150,000 or less. Families 
are also eligible for $600 per 
dependent child under 17. 

But, based 


Michelle — on glitches 
; from the last 
Singletary distribution of 


stimulus pay- 
ments, I need 
to manage 
your expec- 
tations — and 
Treasury 
Secretary Ste- 
ven Mnuchin 
should have done that, too. 

“People are going to begin 
seeing this money next 
week,” Mnuchin said during 
a CNBC interview Monday. 

This sets up the IRS for a 
herculean task. 

The already-beleaguered 
agency is still trying to 
address backlogs from 
coronavirus shutdowns that 
sent its staff home. There 
are 2019 tax tax returns and 
refunds to process from the 
delayed 2020 tax season, 
which shifted its deadline to 
July 15 this year. 

Dale Raby, 64, of Rock- 
land, Wisconsin, is caring 
for his severely autistic 
24-year-old son. He received 
his $1,200 stimulus pay- 
ment under the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security Act, or Cares Act, 
which passed in March, but 
he’s still waiting on a refund 
from his 2019 federal return, 
which he said he filed elec- 


tronically in February. 

“It’s very frustrating,” he 
said. “The IRS is sitting on 
more than $4,000 of money 
I could really use about now. 
You call and wait for hours, 
and when you finally get 
somebody, they say, “We are 
way behind.’” 

Payments for this second 
round of stimulus aid are 
based on people’s 2019 
return. 

Under the Cares Act, the 
Treasury Department has un- 
til Dec. 31 to finish issuing 
the first economic-impact 
payments. 

It’s possible people will see 
the second stimulus payment 
by direct deposit by year’s 
end, but the reality is many 
others probably won’t get 
any money before mid-Jan- 
uary or even later next year. 
This all has to happen, I 
might add, while the IRS is 
preparing for the 2021 tax 
season, which is already go- 
ing to be a hot mess because 
of the pandemic. 

The relief bill says the 
Treasury Department has 
until Jan. 15 to get out the 
$600 payments. If payments 
can’t be direct-deposited 
or mailed by then, people 
will have to wait to get their 
money when they file their 
2020 tax return next year. 
Even those who file just as 
the tax season opens may 
not see a payment until 
February. If you file your 
return electronically and 
elect direct deposit, it can 
still take about three weeks 
to get a refund. 

The first stimulus rollout 
had some major glitches. 
Deceased people got checks. 
Foreign nationals received 


stimulus money even 
though they were not living 
or working in the United 
States. People in prison who 
received stimulus payments 
were told to send the money 
back to the IRS. Then a 
lawsuit filed against the IRS 
and Treasury Department 
reversed that policy decision, 
so payments to incarcerated 
individuals had to be reis- 
sued. By the way, the most 
recent bill does not exclude 
prison inmates from receiv- 
ing stimulus payments. 

The IRS lost stimulus 
payment information for 
hundreds of thousands of 
low-income Americans. 
Parents receiving certain 
government benefits — such 
as Supplemental Security 
Income — didn’t get the $500 
payments for their eligible 
children, prompting another 
lawsuit. As a result, the IRS 
set and extended and then 
pushed out again deadlines 
for these parents and others 
to get their stimulus money. 

The Treasury Department 
mailed prepaid debit cards 
to millions of Americans. 
But many people thought the 
cards were a scam and threw 
them away, prompting the 
department to send a letter 
that the debit card was in 
fact not fake. 

This brings me to the 
optimistic proclamation 
from Mnuchin that the $600 
payments would go out as 
soon as next week. 

The IRS has worked out a 
lot of the glitches troubling 
the first stimulus distribu- 
tion, said Garrett Watson, a 
senior policy analyst at the 
Tax Foundation, which has 
a good summary of the new 


aid package. 

“Yet, I think it’s always 
good to set reasonable 
expectations,’ Watson said. 
“It’s better to underpromise 
and overdeliver when it 
comes to delivering these 
payments.” 

The IRS could not address 
many questions, because 
the legislation had not been 
signed into law by President 
Donald Trump — who on 
Tuesday night demanded 
larger stimulus checks in 
the bill and criticized it for 
“wasteful spending.” At this 
point, it’s best to check irs. 
gov for updates. Search for 
“Economic Impact Payment 
Information Center.” 

My holiday hope is that the 
IRS and Treasury Depart- 
ment post answers to the 
questions I know people will 
have, as soon as possible. 
The administration was 
too slow to do this after the 
passage of the Cares Act. 
The need is as great, if not 
greater, this time around to 
provide people struggling to 
make ends meet a realistic 
time frame for when they 
may see the second stimulus 
payment. 

Readers can write to Michelle 
Singletary c/o The Washington 
Post, 1301 K St, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20071. Her email address is 
michelle.singletary@washpost. 
com. Follow her on Twitter (@ 
SingletaryM) or Facebook (www. 
facebook.com/MichelleSingletary). 
Comments and questions are 
welcome, but due to the volume of 
mail, personal responses may not 
be possible. Please also note com- 
ments or questions may be used in 
a future column, with the writer's 
name, unless a specific request to 
do otherwise is indicated. 


and garlic and saute until 
the onion is soft, about 4 
minutes. Transfer to a large 
bowl and cool slightly, 
then add the remaining 
ingredients. Gently mix to 
uniformly combine without 
overmixing. Using your 
hands, form the meat in 
1-to-1 1/2-inch meatballs. 
Arrange on a plate and 
refrigerate for 1 hour. 

Heat 2 tablespoons oil 
in a skillet over medium 
heat. Add the meatballs in 
batches without overcrowd- 


Dogs ease 
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ing. Cook until browned on 
both sides and thoroughly 
cooked through, 8 to 10 
minutes. Transfer to a plate 
lined with paper towels to 
drain and repeat with the 
remaining meatballs. Keep 
warm. 

To serve, place 1 to 2 
meatballs in the center of 
a lettuce leaf. Top with a 
small dollop of compote 
and sour cream. Garnish 
with additional black pep- 
per and dill sprigs. Roll up 
and eat. 


pandemic 


isolation for nursing 
home residents 


By MARY ESCH 
Associated Press 


Eileen Nagle sees her 
family in video chats and 
drive-by visits, but that 
hasn’t made up for the lack 
of warm hugs in the nine 
months since the pandemic 
led her nursing home to shut 
its doors to visitors. 

Enter Zeus. 

“Zeus is a friendly little 
snowball, very happy,” said 
Nagle, 79, after the peppy 
bichon frise paid a visit to 
her room at Hebrew Home 
at Riverdale, overlooking the 
Hudson River in the Bronx. 
“Petting and playing with 
the dogs breaks up the day 
and gets you to forget about 
yourself for a while.” 

Hebrew Home has had a 
pet therapy program for 20 
years; tiny Zeus and gentle 
giant Marley the Great Dane 
are the current snugglers in 
residence. Now, the activi- 
ties department is expanding 
the canine corps with two 
new recruits in training to 
give residents more of the 
affectionate physical contact 
that has become so scarce 
and precious in the corona- 
virus era. 

“It’s uplifting to have Zeus 
come and visit me, especial- 
ly with COVID and being 
restricted to my room,” said 
80-year-old Jeff Philipson, 
beaming as he ran his fingers 
through Zeus’ silky white fur 
while the dog clambered on 
his bed. “I talk on the phone 
every day with my daugh- 
ter and my son, but that’s as 
good as it can get for now.” 


When the pandemic lock- 
down began in March, dog 
therapy was suspended 
along with most other activi- 
ties at the nursing home. 

“I decided we needed to 
re-energize the pet visiting 
program since there’s no out- 
side visitation allowed,” said 
Daniel Reingold, founder of 
the pet therapy program and 
president and CEO of Riv- 
erSpring Health, nonprofit 
operator of 103-year-old He- 
brew Home. “They’ve been 
on the floors bringing happi- 
ness and unconditional love 
to residents and staff alike.” 

The dogs belong to staff 
members who bring them 
to work every day. But the 
program doesn’t allow just 
any dog. 

“It has to be a combination 
of the right owner, right dog 
and right temperament,” said 
Reingold, whose own rescue 
dog, Kida, is one of the new 
recruits. “The dogs have to 
be assessed, follow basic 
commands and be able to 
cope with wheelchairs, ele- 
vators, medication carts and 
all the other things they’ll 
encounter on a floor.” 

Cats are also used in the 
pet therapy program — but 
only robotic ones. Hebrew 
Home has numerous life- 
like animatronic cats that 
purr and meow as residents 
hold them in their laps and 
stroke their fur. “The cats 
are especially soothing to 
people with dementia,” said 
Catherine Farrell, director of 
therapeutic activities, prima- 
ry dog handler and owner of 
Marley. 
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SCOREBOARD 


HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL 


Indiana High School Basketball Poll 
Class 4A 


W-L Pts Prv 
1. Lawrence North (8) 4-0 230 
2. Carmel (3) 6-0 220 2 
3. Homestead (1) 7-0 194 3 
4. Lafayette Jeff 6-0 154 5 
5. Westfield 5-0 127 7 
6. Indpls Cathedral 5-1 121 6 
7. Indianapolis Attucks 8-1 110 4 
8. S. Bend Adams 5-0 100 9 
9. Zionsville 5-2 39 NR 
10. S. Bend Riley 5-1 27 NR 
(tie) Columbus North 5-1 27 NR 


Others receiving votes: Bloomington North 
19. Gary West 16. Plainfield 15. Warren 
Central 8. Michigan City 8. Munster 7. New 
Albany 6. Fishers 6. Greenwood 6 


Class 3A 

W-L Pts Prv 
1. Heritage Hills (8) 5-0 222 1 
2. Hammond (3) 3-1 178 4 
3. Silver Creek (1) 4-2 177 3 
4. Ev. Bosse 2-0 176 2 
5. Greensburg 3-0 127 5 
6. Mishawaka Marian 4-1 114 7 
7. Sullivan 3-0 89 10 
8. S. Bend St. Joseph’s 3-2 86 6 
9. Danville 0-0 80 8 
10. Delta 4- 75 9 


Others receiving votes: Leo 57. Beech 
Grove 23. Greencastle 16. Tri-West 14. N. 
Harrison 6 


Class 2A 

W-L Pts Prv 
1. Ft. Wayne Blackhawk (12) 5-0 240 1 
2. Linton-Stockton 6-0 208 2 
3. Blackford 5-0 190 3 
4. S. Spencer 7-0 171 4 
5. Shenandoah 5-1 119 5 
6. Westview 4-1 103 7 
7. Indpls Covenant Christian 4-0 102 6 
8. Parke Heritage 5-1 90 8 
9. Central Noble 5-1 64 10 
10. Andrean 4-1 60 NR 


Others receiving votes: Ev. Mater Dei 30. 
Southwestern (Jefferson) 20. Madison-Grant 
14. S. Ripley 13. Prairie Hts. 10. Rossville 6 


Class 1A 

W-L Pts Prv 
1. Barr-Reeve (12) 6-0 240 1 
2. Kouts 6-0 214 2 
3. Bloomfield 3-0 184 3 
4. Loogootee 4-2 142 4 
5. N. Daviess 5-0 131 8 
6. Edinburgh 6-1 112 7 
7. Morristown 6-1 87 6 
8. Covington 1-2 73 5 
9. Christian Academy 2-0 72 NR 
10. Tindley 5-2 51 NR 


Others receiving votes: Lafayette Catholic 
43. Ev. Christian 35. Covenant Christian 
(DeMotte) 14. Lanesville 13. Greenwood 
Christian 12. Gary 21st Century 9. 
Jac-Cen-Del 8 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T Pct PF PA 


yx-Buffalo 11 3 0 .786 407 340 

Miami 9 5 0 .643 352 257 

New England 6 8 0 .429 289 301 

N.Y. Jets 113 0 .071 206 413 
South 

W L T Pct PF PA 

Indianapolis 10 4 0 .714 399 320 

Tennessee 10 4 0 .714 436 361 

Houston 4 10 0 .286 315 386 

Jacksonville 113 0 .071 275 423 
North 

W L T Pct PF PA 

x-Pittsburgh 11 3 0 .786 366 264 

Cleveland 10 4 0 .714 368 374 

Baltimore 9 5 0 .643 403 287 

Cincinnati 3 10 1 .250 271 355 
West 

W L T Pct PF PA 

yx-Kansas City 13 1 0 .929 435 310 

Las Vegas 7 7 0 .500 377 421 

Denver 5 9 0 .357 276 395 

L.A. Chargers 5 9 0 .357 327 389 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

East 

W L T Pct PF PA 

Washington 6 8 0 .429 302 295 

Dallas 5 9 0 .357 339 433 

N.Y. Giants 5 9 0 .357 244 311 

Philadelphia 4 9 1 .321 303 361 
South 

W L T Pct PF PA 

x-New Orleans10 4 0 .714 397 297 

Tampa Bay 9 5 0 .643 401 321 

Atlanta 410 0 .286 355 353 

Carolina 410 0 .286 323 356 
North 

W L T Pct PF PA 

yx-Green Bay 11 3 0 .786 434 339 

Chicago 7 7 0 .500 315 318 

Minnesota 6 8 0 .429 360 388 

Detroit 5 9 0 .357 335 435 
West 

W L T Pct PF PA 

x-Seattle 10 4 0 .714 413 339 

L.A. Rams 9 5 0 .643 345 269 

Arizona 8 6 0 .571 391 329 

San Francisco 5 9 0 .357 333 352 


x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 
Friday, Dec. 25 

Minnesota at New Orleans 

Saturday, Dec. 26 
Tampa Bay at Detroit, 1 p.m. 
San Francisco at Arizona, 4:30 p.m. 
Miami at Las Vegas, 8:15 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 27 
Atlanta at Kansas City, 1 p.m. 
Carolina at Washington, 1 p.m. 
Chicago at Jacksonville, 1 p.m. 
Cincinnati at Houston, 1 p.m. 
Cleveland at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Pittsburgh, 1 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Baltimore, 1 p.m. 
Denver at L.A. Chargers, 4:05 p.m. 
L.A. Rams at Seattle, 4:25 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Dallas, 4:25 p.m. 
Tennessee at Green Bay, 8:20 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 28 
Buffalo at New England, 8:15 p.m. 


Regular Season 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 
L Pct GB 
Philadelphia 1 0 1.000 — 
Boston 1 0 1.000 = 
Brooklyn 1 o0 1.000 — 
New York 0 1 .000 1 
Toronto 0 1 .000 1 
Southeast Division 
W L Pct GB 
Orlando 1 0 1.000 — 
Atlanta 1 0 1.000 = 
Miami 0 4 .000 1 
Washington 0 1i .000 1 
Charlotte 0 1 .000 1 
Central Division 
W L Pct GB 
Indiana 1 0 1.000 — 
Cleveland 1 0 1.000 = 
Milwaukee 0 1 .000 1 
Detroit 0 1 .000 1 
Chicago 0: .000 1 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Southwest Division 
L Pct GB 
San Antonio 1 0 1.000 — 
New Orleans 1 0 1.000 = 
Houston 0 0 .000 %2 
Dallas 0 1 .000 1 
Memphis © 1 .000 1 
Northwest Division 
W L Pct GB 
Utah 1 0 1.000 — 
Minnesota 1 0 1.000 — 
Oklahoma City 0 0 .000 %2 
Denver 0 1 .000 1 
Portland 0 1 .000 1 
Pacific Division 
W L Pct GB 
L.A. Clippers 1 0 1.000 — 
Phoenix 1 0 1.000 — 
Sacramento 1 0 1.000 — 
L.A. Lakers 0 1 .000 1 
Golden State 0 1 .000 1 


Wednesday’s Games 
Cleveland 121, Charlotte 114 
Orlando 113, Miami 107 
Indiana 121, New York 107 
Philadelphia 113, Washington 107 
New Orleans 113, Toronto 99 
Boston 122, Milwaukee 121 


San Antonio 131, Memphis 119 
Minnesota 111, Detroit 101 
Atlanta 124, Chicago 104 
Sacramento 124, Denver 122, OT 
Utah 120, Portland 100 
Phoenix 106, Dallas 102 
Oklahoma City at Houston, ppd 

Thursday’s Games 
No games scheduled 

Friday’s Games 

New Orleans at Miami 
Golden State at Milwaukee 
Brooklyn at Boston 
Dallas at L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers at Denver 

Saturday’s Games 
Atlanta at Memphis, 5 p.m. 
Cleveland at Detroit, 7 p.m. 
Oklahoma City at Charlotte, 7 p.m. 
Orlando at Washington, 7 p.m. 
Philadelphia at New York, 7:30 p.m. 
Indiana at Chicago, 8 p.m. 
Toronto at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m. 
Minnesota at Utah, 9 p.m. 
Houston at Portland, 10 p.m. 
Phoenix at Sacramento, 10 p.m. 

Sunday’s Games 

Dallas at L.A. Clippers, 3:30 p.m. 
Brooklyn at Charlotte, 7 p.m. 
Orlando at Washington, 7 p.m. 
San Antonio at New Orleans, 7 p.m. 
Milwaukee at New York, 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Cleveland, 7:30 p.m. 
Boston at Indiana, 8 p.m. 
Golden State at Chicago, 8 p.m. 
Phoenix at Sacramento, 9 p.m. 
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


2020-21 Bowl Glance 
Canceled 


Bahamas Bowl 
Birmingham Bowl 
Celebration Bowl 
Fenway Bowl 
Frisco Bowl 
Gasparilla Bowl 
Guaranteed Rate Bowl 
Hawaii Bowl 
Holiday Bowl 
Independence Bowl 
LA Bowl 
Las Vegas Bowl 
Military Bowl 
Pinstripe Bowl 
Quick Lane Bowl 
Redbox Bowl 
Sun Bowl 
Monday, Dec. 21 
Myrtle Beach Bowl 
Conway, S.C. 
Appalachian St. 56, North Texas 28 
Tuesday, Dec. 22 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Boise 
Nevada 38, Tulane 27 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
No. 13 BYU 49, UCF 23 
Wednesday, Dec. 23 
New Orleans Bowl 
Georgia Southern 38, Louisiana Tech 3 
Montgomery (Ala.) Bowl 
Memphis 25, Florida Atlantic 10 
Thursday, Dec. 24 
New Mexico Bowl 
Frisco, Texas 
Hawaii 28, Houston 14 
Friday, Dec. 25 
Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 
Buffalo vs. Marshall 
Saturday, Dec. 26 
Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 
No. 9 Coastal Carolina vs. No. 23 Liberty, 
7:30 p.m., (ESPN) 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl 
Dallas 
No. 16 Louisiana vs. UTSA 3:30 p.m. (ABC) 
Lendingtree Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 
W. Kentucky vs. Georgia St., 3:30 p.m. (ESPN) 
Tuesday, Dec. 29 
Cheez-It Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 
No. 18 Miami vs. Oklahoma St., 5:30 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 
No. 20 Texas vs. Colorado, 9 p.m. (ESPN) 
Wednesday, Dec. 30 
Duke’s Mayo Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 
Wisconsin vs. Wake Forest, Noon (ESPN) 
Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 
No. 12 lowa St. vs. Missouri, 3:30 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 
No. 8 Oklahoma vs. No. 10 Florida, 7:15 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Thursday, Dec. 31 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 
No. 22 Tulsa vs. Mississippi St., Noon (ESPN) 
Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 
No. 19 San Jose St. vs. Ball State., 2 p.m. 
(CBSSN) 
Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 
West Virginia vs. Army, 4 p.m. (ESPN) 
Texas Bowl 
Houston 
TCU vs. Arkansas, 8 p.m. (ESPN) 
Friday, Jan. 1 
Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 
No. 6 Cincinnati vs. No. 11 Georgia, Noon 
(ESPN) 
Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 
No. 15 Northwestern vs. Auburn, 1 p.m. 
(ABC) 
College Football Playoff Semifinal 
Arlington, Texas 
No. 1 Alabama vs. No. 4 Notre Dame, 4 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Sugar Bowl 
New Orleans 
No. 2 Clemson vs. No. 3 Ohio St., 8 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Saturday, Jan 2 
Gator Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
No. 24 NC State vs. Kentucky, Noon (ESPN) 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 
No. 7 Indiana vs. Mississippi, 12:30 p.m. 
(ABC) 
Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 
No. 12 lowa State vs. No. 25 Oregon, 4 p.m. 
(ESPN) 
Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 
No. 5 Texas A&M vs. No. 14 North Carolina, 
8 p.m. (ESPN) 
Monday, Jan. 11 
College Football Championship 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Semifinal Game 1 winner vs. Sugar Bowl 
winner, 8 p.m. (ESPN) 


TRANSACTIONS 


BASEBALL 
American League 
BOSTON RED SOX — Agreed to terms with 
RHP Matt Andriese on a one-year contract 
with a club option for the 2022 season. 
DETROIT TIGERS — Agreed to terms with C 
Dustin Garneau on a minor league contract. 
Agreed to terms with RHP Jose Urena on a 
one-year contract. 
HOUSTON ASTROS — Agreed to terms with 
OF Jose Siri on a minor league contract. 
National League 
CINCINNATI REDS — Claimed C Deivy 
Grullon off waivers from Boston. 
NEW YORK METS — Named Zack Scott se- 
nior vice president/general manager. 
BASKETBALL 
National Basketball Association 
NBA — Fined Houston G James Harden 
$50,000 for violationg the league’s health 
and safety protocols. 
NBA REFEREE AND DEVELOPMENT — 
Named Simone Jelks, Suyash Mehta and 
Andy Nagy to full time NBA staff officials. 
FOOTBALL 
National Football League 
CHICAGO BEARS — Placed WR Reggie Da- 
vis on the injured reserve. Signed DB Teez 
Tabor on the practice squad. 


Jarred Brooks fights for the pin to win. 
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Wabash varsity wrestling falls to Peru 


The Apaches will be back in 
action in Wabash County 
Invite on Tuesday, Dec. 29 


By ALINA REED 
Wabash Plain Dealer Freelance Reporter 


On Thursday, Dec. 17, the Wabash 
Apaches varsity wrestling team faced 
the Peru Tigers on the mat. 

This particular match was the des- 
ignated senior night for the Wabash 
team. Seniors wrestling this night 
included Grant Carandante, Ethan 
Higgins, Antony Long and Sheldon 
Jones. 

Unfortunately for the Apaches, the 
match started with five forfeits from 
Wabash’s team. 

“COVID has put a damper on the 
team,” said head coach Jake O’ Neill. 


“We usually aren’t giving up five for- 
feits at a dual meet. Dealing with the 
unexpected is tough and I always tell 
my kids to stay ready, so we don’t 
have to get ready. It’s no truer for this 
year.” 

Jones started the night for the team. 
He was able to end his match in a pin, 
which started the night off right for 
the Apaches. Next up was sophomore 
Olivia Harden. 

“Tve always loved learning new 
things with wrestling,’ said Harden. 
“Building amazing bonds with the 
team is super rewarding. I also love 
hearing the crowd yell during my 
matches because it helps me stay mo- 
tivated throughout.” 

Harden held up a great fight against 
her Peru opponent. Though not result- 
ing in a pin, she was still able to come 
out as winner of her match. Junior 
Jarred Brooks also came out victori- 


ous with his match. 

A highlight from the night was that 
all seniors present were able to snatch 
a win. Unfortunately, with the forfeit 
and a few match wins from Peru, Wa- 
bash lost 30-48. 

The Apache varsity wrestling team 
will be traveling to Northfield for the 
Wabash County Invite, which begins 
at 9 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 29. 

As of Tuesday, Dec. 22, two tick- 
ets were allowed per rostered player. 
Livestream services will be available 
for this event on the NHS Norse You- 
Tube page, which may be reached by 
visiting https://tinyurl.com/ybojv46p. 

The school website and social media 
accounts will be updated if any chang- 
es are made to this event. For more 
information, visit wabashapaches.net. 

Alina Reed, Wabash Plain Dealer freelance 
reporter, may be reached by email at sports@ 
wabashplaindealer.com 


Hot Colts travel 


By WILL GRAVES 
Associated Press 


PITTSBURGH Ben Roethlis- 
berger doesn’t want to talk about the 
end, whenever it might come. There’s 
too much to worry about in the present 
for the Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback 
to look too far down the road. 

It’s why Roethlisberger called a 
players-only meeting — over Zoom 
of course — this week. Even mired in 
a three-game losing streak that has 
sapped the swagger from his team 
following an 11-0 start, the playoffs 
loom. Roethlisberger, the only player 
on the roster with a Super Bowl ring, 
wanted to relay the sense of urgency 
required to succeed in January. 

“I just wanted guys to understand 
and to reiterate how important this 
time of year is,” Roethlisberger said. 

The message needs to resonate 
quickly for the Steelers. Surging Indi- 
anapolis (10-4) visits Heinz Field on 
Sunday. The Colts have won five of 
six to take control of the AFC South. 
And while Roethlisberger has strug- 
gled of late — throwing eight touch- 
downs and six picks over his last five 
games — fellow 2004 draftee Philip 
Rivers has not. The 39-year-old Riv- 
ers has a 109.3 quarterback rating 
over the same span, thanks in part to 
the kind of balance the Steelers have 
found elusive. 

“Its always a head game within 
a football game we’ve got to play 
against him,” Steelers defensive co- 
ordinator Keith Butler said of Rivers. 
“We’ve got to show him one thing and 
do another. It’s going to be a tough 
deal for us.” 

Despite Pittsburgh’s current slide, 
the Steelers (11-3) can still lock up 
the AFC North with a victory in either 
of its final two games. Indianapolis 
will clinch a playoff spot with a win 
and a loss by either Baltimore or Mi- 
ami. It’s exactly what Rivers signed 
up for when he parted ways with the 


to face cold Steelers on Sunday 


Chargers during the offseason. 

“These are the games and times of 
the NFL season that you dream about, 
going to Pittsburgh in December 
with something on the line,’ Rivers 
said. “Obviously, a heck of a team 
and they’ve kept that at least since 
I’ve been in and even when I grew up 
watching them, you always thought 
of them as tough and physical in just 
the way they play. They’ve kept that 
as part of their DNA throughout the 
last 17 years I’ve been going against 
them.” 

Maybe, but not so much lately. 

Cincinnati pushed Pittsburgh around 
for much of a 27-17 upset last Mon- 
day that turned the Steelers’ slump 
into nearly a full-blown crisis. Roeth- 
lisberger spent the week apologizing 
for his play and coach Mike Tomlin 
found himself having to tell wide re- 
ceiver JuJu Smith-Schuster to cut out 
the pregame dancing on the midfield 
logo after two opponents chirped 
about it. 

The sheen of one of the best stretch- 
es in franchise history is gone. The 
Colts have the momentum and the 
look of a team that could do serious 
damage well into January. The Steel- 
ers can’t afford to peek that far down 
the road. And they know it. 

“We’ve got a great group of guys 
that have bought in,” Pittsburgh defen- 
sive tackle Cam Heyward said. “It’s a 
three-game losing streak but that’s 
coming after an 11l-game winning 
streak. Hopefully, we can get back on 
the horse this week.” 


Tackling machine 


Pro Bowl linebacker Darius Leon- 
ard sealed Indy’s win last weekend 
by knocking the ball from Houston 
receiver Keke Coutee with 19 seconds 
left. 

He also recorded 12 tackles, giving 
him 109 this season to make him the 
first player in franchise history to top 
100 tackles in each of his first three 


seasons. 

“You’ve got to want to make a play,” 
he said. “I say in the huddle, “Let’s 
bow up, let’s make a play.” 

Leonard now needs six tackles to 
break Duane Bickett’s club record 
(398) for most tackles in his first three 
seasons. Leonard was the Defensive 
Rookie of the Year and earned All-Pro 
honors in 2018. He made his first Pro 
Bowl last season and has had six games 
with at least 10 tackles this season. 


Running hard part 1 


Colts rookie Jonathan Taylor learned 
a lot about being an NFL running back 
during October and November. It’s 
paying big dividends now. He’s aver- 
aging 103.5 yards rushing over his last 
four games and has moved within 158 
yards rushing of becoming Indy’s first 
rookie 1,000-yard rusher since Joseph 
Addai in 2006. 

What changed? 

“The first few games you’re going in 
with the play, Philip calls it, you see 
what the defense gives you, you’re 
going through the assignment in your 
head and, of course, him having 17 
years of experience he sees the defen- 
sive look and changes the entire play,” 
Taylor said. “Then you restart that 
process all over again. But now I’m 
getting kind of accustomed to that.” 


Running hard part 2 


One of the major reasons Pitts- 
burgh’s offense has taken a significant 
step backward in recent weeks is be- 
cause of the running game’s inability 
to take a step forward. The Steelers 
are the NFL’s 3l1st-ranked rushing 
offense, but they might found some 
momentum in Cincinnati after Benny 
Snell ran for 84 yards. 

Snell’s performance came with start- 
er James Conner sitting out due to a 
quadriceps injury. Though Conner is 
expected to be available, Snell figures 
to have earned a larger share of the 
workload. 


Pirates trade infielder Josh Bell to Nationals 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — Josh Bell 
embraced everything about being a 
Pittsburgh Pirate. He understood as the 
club retooled following the departure 
of stars Andrew McCutchen and Gerrit 
Cole that he would serve as the de facto 
face of the franchise. 

It’s a responsibility Bell ran toward. 
He became heavily involved in the 
community. He developed a bond with 
the family of Hall of Fame first base- 


man Willie “Pops” Stargell. He blos- 
somed into an All-Star in 2019 looking 
every bit the cornerstone the Pirates 
could rebuild around. 

And now the first baseman is gone. 

The Pirates sent the 28-year-old Bell 
to Washington on Thursday, giving the 
Nationals the middle-of-the-order bat 
general manager Mike Rizzo said was 
an offseason priority for the perennial 
NL East contenders. 


Washington sent pitching prospects 
Wil Crowe and Eddy Yean to Pitts- 
burgh for Bell, a move Pirates general 
manager Ben Cherington called nec- 
essary to give Pittsburgh the organiza- 
tional depth it needs to build something 
successful down the road. 

“In order to build that winning team 
and get to that winning team it’s go- 
ing to require some difficult decisions 
at times,” Cherington said. 
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Virtual and in-person 
church services 


Asbury Country Church 

At the Sunday, Dec. 27 
service at Asbury Country 
Church, the services will be 
9:30 a.m. for Sunday school 
and 10:30 a.m. for the wor- 
ship service. The worship 
and music leader will be Amy 
Bullick, and the piano will be 
by Kathy Staggs. The Morn- 
ing Message will be, “Keep 
Herod in Christmas” by Pas- 
tor Mike Bullick. 


Bachelor Creek 
Church of Christ 


Online services are avail- 
able by visiting www. 
bachelorcreek.com. 


Catholic Church 
Province of Indianapolis 


According to Jennifer 
Simerman, secretary for com- 
munications for Diocese of 
Fort Wayne-South Bend, the 
following statement has been 
issued by the Catholic bish- 
ops of the Province of Indi- 
anapolis, which is comprised 
of the Archdiocese of India- 
napolis and the dioceses of 
Gary, Lafayette, Fort Wayne- 
South Bend and Evansville: 
“While commending our pas- 
tors and pastoral life coordi- 
nators who have gone to great 
lengths to assure safe worship 
spaces in our churches, giv- 
en the continued increase of 
COVID-19 cases in our state, 
the Indiana bishops here- 
by extend the dispensation 
from the obligation to attend 
Mass on Sundays and Holy 
Days of obligation beyond 
Sunday, Nov. 1 until further 
notice. The Indiana bishops 
will continue to monitor the 
situation to determine when 
it might be advisable to mod- 
ify or lift the dispensation.” 
Specific liturgical directives 
and recommendations, as 
well as remote Mass partici- 
pation and resource options, 
are available on the diocesan 
website at www.diocesefwsb. 
org/covid-19. 


Christ United 
Methodist Church 


Worship service is streamed 
live every Sunday on our 
Facebook page at www.face 
book.com/ChristUMC 
Wabash/. 


Christian 
Heritage Church 


Streaming services online 
and broadcast on 95.9 FM. 


College Corner 
Brethren Church 


Pastor Joe Bellone’s ser- 
mons are posted (with hand- 
outs) on both Facebook and 
YouTube under “College 
Corner Brethren Church.” 


Common Ground 
Prayer House 


The Common Ground 
Prayer House will be open to 
the public from 8 to 10 a.m. 
Mondays, except holidays, 
at 78 W. Hill St. COVID-19 
precautions will be taken in 
the form of masks being worn 
by prayer house representa- 
tives and social distancing. 
For more information, call 
Jennifer Mahan at 260-571- 
8063, Shirley Neale at 260- 
591-0047 or Debbie Sweet at 
260-571-6072. 


Dora Christian Church 


For the Sunday, Dec. 27 
services at Dora Christian 
Church in Lagro, the minister 
will be Mark Wisniewski, the 
song leader will be Olman 
Sanchez, the pianist will be 
Sherry Brock and the organ- 
ist will be Kristy Good. We 
are still having two in-person 
Sunday morning Services, 
one at 8:15 a.m. and anoth- 
er at 10:30 a.m., with Sun- 
day School classes for all 
ages from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. 
Preacher Mark Wisniewski’s 
message for this Sunday will 
be “The Day AFTER Christ- 
mas” from John 3:1-21. The 
Communion Table will be 
served by Brad Frieden and 
Scott Hendry. There will be 
a Children’s Church provid- 
ed for the 10:30 a.m. service, 
to be taught by John Troy- 
er and Janene Wisniewski. 
If you can’t make it to the 
live services, Preacher Mark 
Wisniewski’s sermon will 
be posted on the Dora Chris- 


tian Church Facebook group 
Sunday morning for all to 
see. 


LaFontaine Christian 
Church 


The LaFontaine Christian 
Church pre-records the ser- 
mon which is then available 
for all to view at www.la 
fontainechristian.com under 
the sermons tab, stated Pas- 
tor Brad Wright. 


LaFontaine United 
Methodist Church 


Pastor Susan Shambaugh 
says that her LaFontaine 
United Methodist Church is 
live-streaming on their Face- 
book page, https://www.face 
book.com/LaFontaine-Unit 
ed-Methodist-Church and 
that it may be accessed as a 
video afterward. 


Lincolnville United 
Methodist Church 


Lincolnville United Meth- 
odist Church will contin- 
ue to do online services at 
10 a.m. Sundays. Services 
may be found on the Lincol- 
nville UMC Facebook page. 
For more information, email 
Pastor John Cook at pastor 
john1954@ gmail.com or 
call 260-563-1406. 


Living Faith 
Lutheran Church 


Welcome to our in-person 
worship service at 10:10 a.m. 
Sundays at Living Faith Lu- 
theran Church, 242 S. Hun- 
tington St. Bible study and 
Sunday school are at 9 a.m. 
for all ages. The sanctuary is 
arranged for social distanc- 
ing. Masks are encouraged 
and available. Online ser- 
vices are at 10:10 a.m., with 
pre-service music at 10 a.m. 
For virtual services and more 
information, visit www. 
livingfaithwabash.org. 


Manchester Church 
of the Brethren 


Pastor Kurt Borgmann 
from the Manchester Church 
of the Brethren stated they 
will hold a live-stream ser- 
vice at 9:30 a.m. every Sun- 
day by visiting www.man- 
chestercob.net. Scroll to the 
bottom of the home page 
and click on the black button 
that says, “Manchester CoB 
YouTube Channel.” After 
the service is finished, one 
may access a video copy of 
the live-stream in the same 
way. Another way to access 
the live-stream or posted 
video: go to YouTube, search 
“Manchester Church of the 
Brethren,” and click on the 
circle profile. 


North Manchester 
Congregational 
Christian Church 


Pastor Sebrena Cline stat- 
ed live streaming begins 
on their Facebook page at 
10a.m. Sundays for the 
North Manchester Congre- 
gational Christian Church, 
and lasts 30 to 40 minutes. 


North Manchester 
Missionary Church 


The North Manchester Mis- 
sionary Church is streaming 
live on their Facebook page 
at 10 a.m. Sunday. The video 
is then placed on their web- 
page, which can be viewed 
by visiting NMMC1.com. 


Olive Branch 
Church of God 


The Olive Branch Church 
of God live-streams Sun- 
day mornings at 10am. 
Find it through Facebook, 
by searching Olive Branch 
Church, or by visiting www. 
facebook.com/myolive 
branchchurch or through the 
church website www.olive 
branch.church. Click “Live 
Streaming” at the top, then 
click the series icon (lion 
head). 


Roann United 
Methodist Church 


Pastor Wayne Balmer will 
have an online-only service 
at 9am. Sunday, Dec. 27. 
The sermon is from 2nd Cor- 
inthians 5:17 titled, “From 
Old to New.” 


Southside Free 
Will Baptist 


Streaming on their Face- 
book page. 


Sweetwater 
Assembly of God 


Streaming services online 
using the normal service 
schedule. 


Urbana Yoke Parish 


Rev. Larry Wade of the 
Urbana Yoke Parish stated 
that his congregation posts 
Sunday services to www. 
urbanayokeparish.com. 
Go to the menu line at the 
top of the page and select 
“Worship Videos.” The 
most recent one will ap- 
pear first. Sunday services 
are posted by noon every 
Tuesday. 


Wabash Church 
of the Brethren 


At the Wabash Church 
of the Brethren, Pastor 
Doug Veal is holding a 
Zoom meeting each Sun- 
day for worship. The meet- 
ing is open at 10:15 a.m. 
so that everyone can be 
connected by 10:30 a.m. 
Join this church service 
by visiting https://zoom. 
us/j/393263884 or by call- 
ing 312-626-6799 and en- 
ter meeting ID No. 393 263 
884. 


Wabash Christian 
Church (Disciples 
of Christ) 


Wabash Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) of- 
fers streaming at 9:30 a.m. 
Sundays both on their web- 
site at  wabashchristian. 
org and Facebook page, 
Wabash Christian Church. 
The minister is Rev. Haley 
Asberry. 


Wabash Church 
of the Brethren 


Wabash Church of the 
Brethren, 645 Bond St., 
hasn’t fully opened for 
in-person services, but ser- 
vices are available to view 
online at www.wabashcob. 
org. 


Wabash Church 
of the Nazarene 


Pastor Kirk Johnson, 
of the Wabash Church of 
the Nazarene, stated their 
service is available on 
YouTube on Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. Find it by go- 
ing to YouTube and search 
for “Wabash Nazarene” or 
search Facebook for the 
Wabash Church of the Naz- 
arene. Another option is to 
visit www.wabashnaz.com, 
look for the home page, 
and find “Latest Sermon.” 


Wabash First 
Church of God 


In the 10:30 a.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 27 worship service 
at Wabash First Church of 
God, 525 N. Miami St., a 
Candles, Carols and Com- 
munion service will be 
held. While in the church 
building, masks are op- 
tional but we do practice 
social distancing. Sunday 
Servants are Todd Eltzroth, 
chairperson; Sherry Whitt, 
worship; Nancy Kolb, pia- 
no; and Rose Sands, organ. 


Walk By Faith 
Community Church 


Pastor Greg Wilburn of 
Roann’s Walk By Faith 
Community Church says 
to access his online ser- 
mons at www.walkbyfaith 
communitychurch.com. 


Zion Lutheran 
Church of Wabash 


Pastor Jerry Gauthier 
says that the Zion Luther- 
an Church of Wabash is 
streaming through their 
Facebook page at www. 
facebook/zionwabash at 
10:30 a.m. Sundays. 

Editor’s note: If you have an 
upcoming event to submit, 
please send it by email to news@ 
wabashplaindealer.com no later 
than five days before the event 
itself. Please use complete sen- 
tences, Associated Press style and 
Microsoft Word or PDF file formats. 


December 26-27, 2020 A7 


Indianapolis houses homeless 
in hotels amid pandemic winter 


By SAMM QUINN 
Indianapolis Business Journal 


INDIANAPOLIS — Mak- 
ing sure that Indianapo- 
lis residents experiencing 
homelessness can escape the 
cold at night looks different 
this winter. Hotels are being 
called on to handle overflow 
caused by social distancing 
in shelters. 

Every year, Wheeler Mis- 
sion and the Coalition for 
Homelessness Intervention 
and Prevention, in collabo- 
ration with the city, draft a 
plan to ensure that anyone 
experiencing homelessness 
has adequate shelter on cold 
winter nights. 

That plan usually involves 
adding as many cots and 
mats as Wheeler Mission’s 
shelters can hold, often with 
people sleeping very close 
to one another. But packing 
residents inside congregate 
settings isn’t an option in a 
pandemic. 

With that restriction and 
with the prospect of a Dec. 
31 expiration of a federal 
moratorium on evictions and 
foreclosures, the city, the 
public health department and 
shelters have had to collab- 
orate on—and find funding 
for—a new strategy. 

Indianapolis joins San 
Francisco, New York, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, and other cit- 
ies that are reserving hotel 
rooms for the homeless. 

The city of Indianapolis 
used a portion of its Coro- 
navirus Aid, Relief and Eco- 
nomic Security Act funds to 
reserve roughly 200 rooms at 
a local hotel since early in the 
pandemic for high-risk indi- 
viduals. The Marion County 
Public Health Department 
has also reserved hotel rooms 
for homeless residents who 
are particularly vulnerable to 
COVID-19. 

Now, the city plans to 
spend roughly $4.5 million 
on winter contingency opera- 
tions, which include 275 ho- 
tel rooms for overflow shelter 
and financial assistance for 
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Wheeler Mission to support 
food and staffing from No- 
vember through March. 

All rooms will be reserved 
through March, using both 
CARES Act funds and addi- 
tional city funds if necessary. 
The city has said money in 
the general fund that hasn’t 
been spent in 2020 could be 
used to cover hotel expenses 
in 2021, although a possi- 
ble second federal stimulus 
package might include local 
government funding. 

“This plan will provide safe 
food and shelter options to 
our most vulnerable residents 
through the winter months, 
no matter what the season has 
in store,’ Mayor Joe Hogsett 
said in written comments 
last month when announcing 
the winter contingency plan. 
“Our continued collaboration 
with CHIP and Wheeler Mis- 
sion has been essential as we 
adapt to the challenges posed 
by COVID-19.” 

Without the hotels, provid- 
ers say, the situation would 
be dire. 

“If those hotels were not 
available, we would be in 
crisis mode scrambling to try 
to find a place for people to 
sleep,’ Steve Kerr, executive 
vice president of advance- 
ment at Wheeler Mission, 
told IBJ. 

The hotel rooms also pro- 
vide greater opportunity to 
connect individuals or fam- 
ilies experiencing homeless- 
ness with wraparound ser- 
vices to help them get on a 
path to improve their housing 
situation, said Matt Giffin, 
interim director of the city’s 
Office of Public Health and 
Safety. While staying at the 
hotel, people are encouraged 
to leave only for work and 
school, as opposed to some 
shelters where guests have to 
leave in the morning. 

Last winter, staff at Wheel- 
er Mission’s Shelter for Men 
had 400 beds and mats avail- 
able each night, and anoth- 
er 93 at Wheeler’s separate 
Men’s Residential Center. 
In case of overflow, a local 
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church had space for another 
70 men. Altogether, the sites 
offered 563 beds. 

About 100 beds were avail- 
able to women and children 
at Wheeler Mission’s Center 
for Women and Children, 
with another 50 spaces re- 
served at a local church for 
overflow. 

This winter, to allow for so- 
cial distancing, just 250 beds 
are available at the men’s 
shelter, and the residential 
center is capped at 60. Add 
100 rooms available now 
reserved the Extended Stay 
America near the airport, 
and the total number of beds 
available for men this year 
is about 150 fewer than in 
2019. 

Availability for single 
women and families is actu- 
ally higher this year. About 
100 beds are still available 
at the Center for Women and 
Children, and 175 overflow 
rooms are reserved at the 
Hampton Inn Indianapolis 
Downtown Circle Center. 

But beds are already filling 
up fast, even ahead of the 
coldest winter months. 

Giffin told IBJ almost all 
the Hampton Inn rooms for 
women and children are al- 
ready being used. Rooms 
remain available at the Ex- 
tended Stay America hotel 
reserved for men. 

The city is paying the Ex- 
tended Stay $55 a night per 
room and the Hampton Inn 
$88 a night per room, a dis- 
count from what each hotel 
would offer to the public, 
Giffin said. Both hotels told 
the city the rate is enough 
for them to at least cover 
their costs. The city solicit- 
ed quotes from a wide range 
of potential hotel partners 
and selected what it believes 
is the most cost-effective 
choice given the needs of 
each shelter. 

Shelters are serving more 
families than in years past, 
said Chelsea Haring-Cozzi, 
executive director at CHIP. 
“They’re seeing numbers 
they’ve never seen before.” 
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Parkview helps seniors fight depression during a difficult holiday season 


The program is 
currently accepting 


participants 
Staff REPORT 


This year, the holiday sea- 
son — combined with the on- 
going pandemic — presents 
seniors with special chal- 
lenges. 

Parkview Wabash Hospi- 
tal’s LifeBridge Senior Pro- 
gram is encouraging area 
residents to look out for the 
well-being of seniors, who 
are particularly vulnerable 
to depression right now, ac- 
cording to media and com- 
munity relations specialist 
Leslie Megison. 

“We’ve all watched the 
pandemic take a terrible toll 
on the nation,’ said Life- 
Bridge program manager 
Michelle Starnes, MSW, 
LCSW. “COVID-19 has 
claimed more than a quar- 
ter of a million lives. The 
tension and anxiety asso- 
ciated with the situation 
have put everyone on edge. 
We’ve had to deal with new 
routines of masking in pub- 
lic, using social distancing, 
washing hands frequently 
and staying home whenever 
possible to limit the spread 
of the virus. But for people 
over 65 — who are among 
those most at risk for severe 
complications or death — the 
pandemic has been especial- 
ly stressful. They are at high 
risk for depression resulting 


from the loss of activities 
that give their lives structure 
and meaning.” 

In other words, if you think 
you’ve had a tough year, try 
being an older adult who’s 
been living in isolation. 

Working or volunteering, 
going to church, singing in a 
choir, attending community 
events and festivals, travel- 
ing, gathering with friends 
and family members — these 
activities have become rare 
to non-existent for some se- 
niors as they’ve sheltered at 
home to protect themselves 
from the virus. 

“If they live alone,’ said 
Starnes, “they’ve essentially 
been isolated from the peo- 
ple and circumstances that 
bring them joy and comfort. 
They’ve lost crucial ele- 
ments of human connection, 
the ability to hug someone or 
hold their hand or even have 
a face-to-face conversation.” 

According to Starnes, after 
months of isolation, “coping 
mechanisms may be wearing 
very thin, and the arrival of 
the holiday season may sig- 
nificantly increase the stress 
level of older adults. Be- 
cause of their stage of life, 
each person may be dealing 
with multiple factors, any of 
which can be pushing them 
toward depression during 
this time of uncertainty.” 

These factors include: 
mourning a spouse, fami- 
ly member or friend lost to 
COVID or another cause; 
dealing with chronic illness 
or more limited physical 


abilities; worrying about 
children, grandchildren or 
friends; caregiving for a sick 
spouse or partner; experi- 
encing a loss of control in 
their lives; feeling life goes 
on for others but is frozen for 
them; anxiety about having 
enough food, supplies and 
medications on hand; strug- 
gling with loneliness; griev- 
ing the loss of milestone 
celebrations (weddings, 
graduations, etc.); feeling 
lost without the structure 
and sense of purpose provid- 
ed by work or volunteering; 
missing the chance to share 
holiday gatherings and tra- 
ditions with children and 
grandchildren; and missing 
absent loved ones. 

How can you tell if an 
older adult you know is de- 
pressed? There are many 
signs, including sleeping 
difficulties; loss or decrease 
of appetite; increased sub- 
stance use; digestive issues, 
frequent headaches, aches 
and pains; increased trips 
to the emergency room or 
resisting the idea of seeking 
needed care; expressions of 
feeling like a burden to fam- 
ily or friends; agitation or 
irritability; loss of interest in 
favorite activities; self-iso- 
lation or reluctance to talk 
with those closest to them; 
memory loss or concentra- 
tion difficulties; and feelings 
of helplessness, hopeless- 
ness or worthlessness. 

“It’s important to support 
seniors while keeping every- 
one safe and healthy,” said 


Starnes. “First, put yourself 
in their shoes. Try to un- 
derstand their perspective. 
Next, think creatively, fig- 
ure out how you can engage 
them and try to incorporate 
touches of the holiday sea- 
son when meaningful. There 
are plenty of ways you can 
show you care about the se- 
niors in your life and want to 
stay connected to them.” 

She suggests specific steps 
to help older adults feel in- 
cluded: perform tasks to 
help them out, use Zoom or 
other teleconferencing plat- 
forms for as many “togeth- 
er” activities as possible, and 
encourage use of community 
resources. 

Because depression tends 
to drain a person’s energy, 
Starnes says helping them 
out by performing useful 
tasks can not only be help- 
ful but also a real morale 
booster. Try picking up gro- 
ceries for them, or making a 
favorite meal and leaving it 
on their doorstep. (Be sure 
to call ahead!) Tackle yard- 
work or outside household 
maintenance. Take their pet 
to the vet for needed care. 
Haul their garbage cans 
to and from the curb each 
week. Shovel snow off their 
sidewalk and/or driveway. 

Technology, adds Starnes, 
offers a huge benefit in help- 
ing people keep some sense 
of connectedness. 

“There are so many ways 
you can include a loved one, 
neighbor or other senior in 
your life by using teleconfer- 


encing or video chat apps,” 
says Starnes. “Connect daily 
or several times weekly. Try 
to keep things upbeat but not 
forced. Eat meals ‘together’ 
and use the technology as a 
bridge between you.” 

Starnes offers these ideas: 
work on craft projects, tree 
decorating, organizing fami- 
ly photos, or other activities; 
cook or bake; listen to, sing 
or play music; have Grand- 
ma or Grandpa read to the 
kids during story time and 
drive around and look at 
Christmas lights “together” 
thanks to technology that 
lets you all share the expe- 
rience. 

Other ways of interacting 
that may also be appreciat- 
ed: drive-by birthday trib- 
utes, posting cards and art- 
work on seniors’ windows, 
leaving gifts on the doorstep, 
and making snowpeople or 
other fun displays outside 
a window. Starnes suggests 
giving big, huggable stuffed 
animals as gifts. 

“In the absence of another 
person or pet in the house- 
hold, hugging a stuffed 
animal can still provide a 
measure of comfort when 
a person needs someone to 
hug,” she says. “Besides, 
we're all just kids at heart, 
no matter what our ages.” 

Community resources can 
be helpful, too. Check with 
senior centers, local food 
banks and pet food banks 
through animal shelters. 
Some churches may have 
programs to make phone 


calls to isolated people. You 
can support seniors and local 
businesses by ordering flow- 
ers or plants, special food 
items, holiday décor and 
other gift items to be deliv- 
ered or shipped directly to 
the older adult. 

Starnes urges concerned 
family members, friends, 
neighbors and others to en- 
courage seniors who are at 
risk for depression, or exhib- 
iting symptoms, to contact 
LifeBridge Senior Program. 
LifeBridge offers 

individual and group ther- 
apy — both in-person and us- 
ing Zoom — to help seniors 
65 and older share their con- 
cerns and fears in a nonjudg- 
mental environment, regain 
perspective and confidence, 
and learn positive coping 
skills for dealing with stress. 
LifeBridge also provides 
medication management and 
evaluations by a doctor who 
specializes in older adult 
mental health. 

The program is currently 
accepting participants. 

Call 260-569-2111 or 
email michelle.starnes @ 
parkview.com for informa- 
tion. 

If you become aware that 
someone you know is expe- 
riencing suicidal thoughts, 
please urge them to call the 
National Suicide Prevention 
Hotline at 800-273-8255, or 
Parkview Behavioral Health 
Institute’s Help Line at 260- 
373-7500 or 800-284-8439 
to talk with someone imme- 
diately. 


Once blighted Indiana church gets new life as event venue 


By JORDAN KARTHOLL 
Star Press 


MUNCIE — David Jen- 
nings cracked the ply- 
wood-sealed doorway of 
the former First Christian 
Church on East North 
Street, creating an open- 
ing that permitted sunlight, 
for the first time in nearly 
a decade, to push back the 
darkness held within the 
long-deserted space. 

More than a hundred 
years ago, the sanctuary be- 
yond that stone door frame 
would have been divided 
by polished, wooden pews 
painted in multicolored 
light that beamed through 
the church’s hand-crafted 
stained glass windows. On 
the weekends, the brick 
walls would reverberate 
with chiming wedding bells 
and worship, sounds that 
would emanate up the struc- 
ture’s octagonal steeple that 
served as a landmark for the 
surrounding Gilbert Neigh- 
borhood since 1903. 

But when David Jennings 
and his two sons, Matthew 
and Michael Jennings, saw 
the interior of their newly 
purchased property for the 
first time in 2018, that pris- 
tine sanctuary only existed 
in city documents and black 
and white photographs. 

“When we broke in, there 
was no floor ... we had to 
actually scale around on a 
piece of trim to get past the 
‘no floor zone. ‘” David said. 
“What was there was rotten, 
dilapidated and moldy ... 
right when you came in the 
door, there’s this dead rac- 
coon that had been there for 
who knows how long and a 
waterfall of sludge was fall- 
ing from the roof.” 

But, through the filth, Da- 
vid said he saw something 
in that structure that was 
fundamentally beautiful. 

“We thought about this be- 
ing torn down ... this build- 
ing is absolutely gorgeous,” 
Jennings said. “I thought it 
had to be salvaged some- 
how ... we had to figure out 
a way.” 

His youngest son Michael 
said the family is motivated 
to “revitalize” their home 
city and wants to preserve 
its culture. Michael said, 
however, that the fervor 
needed to complete this 
“labor of love” had to be 
sourced by something even 
greater. 

“First of all, we are a 
Christian family,’ Michael 
said. “We aren’t saying 
everything here needs to 
be ‘Christian’... but it’s a 
shame that a church like 
this could be abandoned for 
20 years; God can still be 
glorified with this space.” 

Less than a year after Da- 
vid pried apart the plywood 
seal, the Jennings family 


accomplished something 
no one else was willing to 
attempt; they gave mirac- 
ulous new life to the long- 
dead church. The First 
Christian Church, now the 
North Church Venue, stands 
as a monument to the fami- 
ly’s ingenuity, a space they 
hope will serve as a lasting, 
celebrated space for wed- 
dings, concerts, parties and 
other events. 

That’s great news for Zane 
Bishop, an administrator 
for the city’s Blight Elim- 
ination Program with the 
Muncie Redevelopment 
Commission, who said the 
property sat empty since at 
least 2007. 

“Properties surrounded by 
vacancy see their values de- 
pressed, and vacancy breeds 
vacancy.” Bishop said. “Be- 
ing the largest and most 
prestigious of structures in 
Gilbert, its vacancy certain- 
ly had a negative impact on 
the neighborhood and sur- 
rounding area.” 

According to research 
compiled by the Delaware 
County Historical Soci- 
ety, the site’s origins in the 
Gilbert Neighborhood ac- 
tually date back to the late 
1800s when a congregation 
of Presbyterians that was 
meeting for church services 
at City Hall decided to buy 
the plot of land at North and 
Elm Streets. 

After 81 years and sev- 
eral changes in denomina- 
tion — which ended under 
affiliation with the Unit- 
ed Church of Christ — the 
house of worship’s regular 
attendees had all but died 
out and the church official- 
ly disbanded in 1984. The 
property was purchased by 
another would-be preacher 
in 1985 but, later that year, 
was abandoned again due to 
lack of funding. 

Articles from The Star 
Press published at that time 
indicate First Christian 
Church sat vacant for 17 
years until 2002 when Spirit 
and Truth Ministries, head- 
ed by pastor Beverly Ann 
Plummer, began meeting at 
the location. Plummer held 
ownership of the structure 
until 2010 when local gov- 
ernment officials, by then 
seeking $8,600 in unpaid 
property taxes, couldn’t lo- 
cate her and concluded she 
had left the city. 

In 2014 the building, 
which at that point had been 
decimated by years of ex- 
posure to the elements and 
vandalism, was acquired 
by the Muncie Redevelop- 
ment Commission through 
a transfer from the county. 

Bishop said the city was 
eager to sell the church 
because, like the dozens 
of other vacant buildings 
owned by the MRC, it was 
a financial burden on the 


community. For years, no 
bids were received. 

“The Jennings were the 
only ones able and bold 
enough to take on such a 
project,” Bishop said. 

David Jennings, a Wap- 
ahani High School grad, 
grew up in Selma and, after 
graduating college, found 
lucrative work in banking. 
Having a lifelong interest 
in art and feeling creative- 
ly unfulfilled, David said he 
decided to risk his econom- 
ic safety to start his own 
Chicago construction busi- 
ness in the late 1980s. 

“Tyve been in construction 
now for more than 30 years,” 
David said. “I’ve worked on 
multimillion-dollar proj- 
ects, buildings 10 times this 
size ... but this church is the 
most dangerous building 
I’ve done.” 

David purchased the 
church from Muncie for 
$100 in 2018. 

Before he and his two sons 
could even consider reno- 
vations, temporary support 
columns had to be installed 
to hold up the crumbling 
roof. 

“We rented out almost all 
the scaffolding in town to 
support that roof,’ David 
said. “You had to hold the 
roof up just to be able to 
take it apart.” 

Michael Jennings, who 
graduated from Linden- 
wood University with a de- 
gree in marketing this year, 
recalled being daunted by 
the task he and his brother 
were facing in helping to 
rebuild the long-decayed 
church. 

“It was overwhelming: 
the roof was caving in, 
24 tons of it had to come 
off,’ Michael said. “When 
you’re carrying thousands 
of pounds of rubble, bucket 
by bucket, and tossing it out 
of broken windows it’s hard 
to envision an end product.” 

The church is the first ren- 
ovation the family has com- 
pleted together. Michael 
“graduated early” from Lin- 
denwood six months ahead 
of commencement due 
to COVID-19 and moved 
in with his older brother, 
Matthew, who had already 
joined their father in Mun- 
cie to help tackle the colos- 
sal project. 

“We decided we’re all in 
quarantine anyway ... let’s 
get some work done.” Mi- 
chael said. 

David said he didn’t fore- 
see the church project leav- 
ing a meaningful impres- 
sion on their relationships, 
but he’s happy that it did. 

“As a parent, I love it ... 
bringing the kids together, 
it’s wonderful,’ Jennings 
said. “That’s not to say we 
didn’t fight ... when you’re 
down here with a pitchfork 
trying to break through ice 


to get to frosted, moldy 
wood and you know you’re 
going to be doing that for 
another month, yeah, you 
fight ... but we love each 
other so we got through it.” 

With two to four people 
working at the site each 
day, the Jennings family 
was able to complete the 
renovation in about eight 
months. 

“All of our equity is being 
able to work 16 hour days 
no matter what the weather 
and take pride in what we 
do,” Michael said. 

In addition to the danger- 
ously unstable roof, Jen- 
nings said the project was 
extraordinary for him in 
that, unlike the work he’s 
done previously, he wasn’t 
supported by millions of 
dollars in backing from 
investors. The result is 
Jennings had to rely more 
heavily on resourcefulness. 

Virtually everything in the 
North Church Venue, from 
the bannisters to the tables 
to the lights to the wall dé- 
cor, was salvaged from a 
New Castle scrapyard or 
from the wreckage of the 
First Christian Church it- 
self. 

Matthew built the entry- 
way stairs out of church 
pews. Michael and David 
used busted church pianos 
to make railings and art- 
work. Chandeliers made 
of farming equipment and 
grandfather clock parts 
hang from the reconstructed 
ceiling. 

“We literally kept every- 
thing we could,’ Michael 
said. “It gives it an indus- 
trial or steampunk kind of 
vibe but we also kept the 
Victorian Gothic feel.” 

Nature helps adorn the 
North Church Venue too. 
David, who has a degree in 
biology, offset the warm, 
wooden colors and Goth- 
ic, industrial aesthetic with 
flowers, plants and a walled- 
in outdoor garden. Massive 
boulders from Muncie’s 
Schick Sand and Gravel 
form tables and the exterior 
of a first-floor stage. 

“We had to use an excava- 
tor to shimmy those boul- 
ders in through the front 
door ... the back wheels of 
the excavator were float- 
ing because they were so 
heavy,’ Michael said. “I 
was against it at first but dad 
was right ... everyone says 
they love them.” 

No one would guess that 
the Jenningses have no for- 
mal education in interior 
design or art. David said he 
and his sons take naturally 
to aesthetic and his sons 
were pivotal in early design 
decisions that shaped the 
Venue. 

“We had about 4,400 
square-feet of dungeon-like 
basement filled with mold, 


dilapidated wood, plaster, 
dead animals and 20 years 
of flowing muck coming 
from the roof,’ David said. 
“We didn’t want to build it 
back into a Habitrail ... you 
open it up and suddenly it’s 
beautiful.” 

David compared the 
choice to go “open con- 
cept” at the cost of rooms 
and walls to another proj- 
ect he headed on Wheeling 
Avenue, the Red Sun Buffet 
building. He said, similar- 
ly, renovating that building 
for Bee Clean Laundry re- 
quired a seemingly counter- 
intuitive simplification of 
space. 

The original stained glass 
windows at the church are 
perhaps the most obvious 
and striking use of sal- 
vaged material at the North 
Church Venue. Clear glass 
panels fill otherwise de- 
stroyed, empty sections of 
the vibrant mosaics that 
illuminate each area of the 
building. The windows bear 
the history of the church, 
both its artistry and its 
scars. 

“You don’t fix the stained 
glass, you don’t paint it ... 
then it will just look like ev- 
erything else,’ David said. 
“It took 120 years to look 
the way it does; you have 
to salvage what gives it so 
much character.” 

David said the grueling 
months he and his sons put 
into the North Church Ven- 
ue seem to have paid off. 
In addition to tens of thou- 
sands of engagements on its 
Facebook page and multi- 
ple requests for bookings in 
2021, he said the communi- 
ty has responded to the ef- 
fort with gratitude. 

“At least four people a 
day stopped by for weeks 
to thank us for doing this, 


knowing the building 
wouldn’t be destroyed,” 
David said. 


Michael, who is the mar- 
keting and events coordina- 
tor for the venue, said they 
are renting the space out 
for 2021 dates and will ac- 
commodate for COVID-19 
restrictions as needed. He 
said he and his family see 
potential for growth in 
Muncie and they hope the 
North Church Venue helps 
breathe new life into the 
neighborhood. 

“We want to see Muncie 
revitalized,’ Michael said. 
“We’re partnering with lo- 
cal businesses, bakers, bars, 
entertainers, trying to work 
locally with them and we’ve 
gotten great feedback and a 
lot of excitement.” 

David said he wants to use 
momentum from the suc- 
cess of the venue to take on 
more Muncie properties. 

“My intent is to just keep 
right on going through 
downtown,” David said. 
“Anything the city doesn’t 
want, we’ll fix it.” 

Each day, at sunset in the 
North Church Venue, a tri- 
ple group of stained glass 
windows on the west side 
of the building glows bril- 
liantly. 

“You can tell whoever de- 
signed this originally knew 
about light, they thought 
about the way it came in at 
sunset” David said. 

Aside from the more lu- 
minous sections of clear 
glass panels, David said the 
colored light must fall on 
what was once a sanctuary 
in much the same way it did 
nearly a century ago. He 
said he’s happy about the 
future he and sons might 
have secured for the histor- 
ic building. 

“It’s been an amazing 
project and I’m so happy 
it’s been part of my life,” 
David said. “I love the idea 
that this thing could po- 
tentially last another 100 
years.” 
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Commercial & Residential/Free Quotes 


Prices negotiable 


Indiana University degree in 
Enviornmental Management 
Certified Windsor Cleaning Institute 
Insured up to 500,000 
strip and wax floors too! 


Family owned business. 


We will MATCH or BEAT Competi 
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To Place Your Classified Ad Today Call... 


1-800-955-7888 
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Special Notice 
INSURANCE 


Guaranteed 
Life Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). 

No medical exam. 
Affordable 
premiums 

never increase. 
Benefits 
never decrease. 

Policy will only be 

cancelled for 
non-payment. 
833-535-1043 


NOTICES 


DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHARITY! 
FAST FREE 
PICKUP-24 HR 
RESPONSE! Help 
Children in Need, 
Support 
Breast Cancer 
Education/ 
Prevention 
or Veterans. 
Tax Deduction 
844-820-9099 


DIAGNOSED WITH 
LUNG CANCER? 
You may qualify for 
a substantial cash 
award. 

NO Obligation, 
NO risk! 
We've recovered 
millions. 

Let us help you!! 
Call 24/7, 
844-284-4920 


REAL ESTATE 


Looking to SELL 
your Home? 
Save time 
& money, 
connect with the 
Top Agents in 
your area to 
get more MONEY 
and close FASTER! 


Call 317-854-9781 


SERVICES 


Wesley Financial 
Group, LLC - 
Timeshare 
Cancellation 
Experts - Over 
$50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free 
informational 
package and learn 
how to get rid of 
your timeshare! 
Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 
877-329-1207 


Moving out of state 
in the next 30-60 
days? Don’t get 
taken for a ride! 

Moving APT 
offers a PRICE 
MATCH 
GUARANTEE 
and RISK FREE 

RESERVATIONS. 

Carriers are all 
licensed 
and bonded. 
Free quote! Call 
1-844-875-1997 


COMPUTER 
ISSUES? 
GEEKS ON SITE 
provides FREE 
diagnosis 
REMOTELY 
24/7 SERVICE 
DURING COVID19. 
No home visit 
necessary. $40 OFF 
with coupon 86407!. 
Restrictions apply. 
888-715-8176 


Need Help with 
Family Law? Can't 
Afford a $5,000 
Retainer? 
www.familycourtdir- 
ect.com/Family/Law 
-Low Cost 
Legal Services - 
Pay As You 
Go - As low as 
$750-$1,500 - Get 
Legal Help Now! 
Call 


1-888-417-4602 
Mon-Fri 7am to 
4 pm PCT 


Denied Social 
Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 
504, filed for SSD 
and denied, our 
attorneys can 
help get you 
approved! 

No money 
out of pockets! 
Call 
1-855-995-4758 


SERIOUSLY 
INJURED 
in an 


Legals 


LEGAL NOTICE 


AUTO ACCIDENT? 
Let us fight 
for you! Our 
network has 
recovered millions 
for clients! 
Call today 
for a FREE 
consultation! 
844-517-6414 


Become a 
Published Author. 
We want to Read 

Your Book! 

Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 
1920. 


Book manuscript 
submissions 
currently 
being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 
Services: 
Consultation, 
Production. 
Promotion and 
Distribution. 
Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 
1-888-965-1444 
or visit 
http://dorranceinfo. 
com/hoosier 


Lost 


Wabash, IN 
Looking for Male 
Jack Russell 

Terrier named 
Freebird. He was 
recently adopted 
from the Wabash 
Animal Shelter. 
Cash Reward for his 
return. Please, 
please, help me find 


my dog. 
260-563-2916 
GARAGE/ 
ESTATE SALE 
EMPLOYMENT 


Professional 


FCS is hiring a 
full-time Social 
Worker for the Grant 
County Healthy 
Families Program. 
Bachelor’s degree in 
Social Work or 
related field 
required. Grant 
County resident 
preferred. Schedule 
is flexible. Rate 
ranges from $13-$14 
an hour based on 
experience. 

Send resume to 
Sarah Wright, 
Family Centered 
Services, 1515 N 
Sutton Circle, St. 
Bluffton, IN 46714 or 
swright @fcs-inc.net. 


Trucking 


W.T.I. Transport, 
LLC Midwest 
refrigerated carrier 
has opening for 
Class A CDL drivers 
with minimum 3 
years verifiable 
experience. 
Sign on bonus, 
safety bonus, 
performance bonus 
and rider program. 
START AT .50CPM 


Converse, IN 
1-800-423-8526 
or 765-395-3465 


CAREERS 


ARE MADE IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS! 


Cats/Dogs/Pets 


CFA 

Himi-Persian Kittens 
shots & wormed 
Adorable,very playful 
Call or text for pics 
$1200.00, NEG. 
765-669-1501 669- 1501 


| FARM | 


MERCHANDISE 


Notice is hereby given that on December 18, 
2020, Indiana Gas Company, Inc. d/b/a Vec- 
tren Energy Delivery of Indiana, Inc., a Center- 
Point Energy Company (“Vectren North”) filed 
a petition with the Indiana Utility Regulatory 
Commission (the “Commission”) for (1) author- 
ity to modify its rates and charges for gas util- 
ity service through a phase in of rates, (2) ap- 
proval of new schedules of rates and charges, 
and new and revised riders, (3) approval of a 
new tax savings credit rider, (4) approval of 
Vectren North’s energy efficiency portfolio of 
programs and authority to extend Petitioner’s 
Energy Efficiency Rider (“EER”), including the 
decoupling mechanism effectuated through the 
EER, (5) approval of revised depreciation rates 
applicable to gas plant in service, (6) approval 
of necessary and appropriate accounting relief, 
and (7) approval of an alternative regulatory 
plan pursuant to which Vectren North would 
continue its customer bill assistance programs. 
The petition will be considered by the Commis- 
sion as part of Cause No. 45468. 


Richard C. Leger 


Vice President, Regional Operations 
VECTREN, A CENTERPOINT ENERGY COM- 
PANY. hspaxlp. 12/26/2020 


Auction Sales 


MARION 

Alice Marshall 
Estate & Others 
Auction, Sat. Jan.2 
10 am, 5243 S 
Adams St, Marion 
Furniture, antique 
furniture, appliances, 
collectibles, 
Ashton-Drake, 
Barbie & Indian 
dolls, tools, misc. 
Price-Leffler 
Auctioneers 
AC63003873 
765-674-4818 
www.priceleffler.com 


Firewood 


Marion 
Seasoned 
Firewood 

For Sale 

$60 a rick 
Free Delivery! 
(765)603-2728 


IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS 
TODAY! 


Special Notice 


Wanted to Rent/Buy/ 
Trade 


WANTED 
TO BUY 


For your best price 
on tree trimming, 
fallen tree clean up, 
& stump removal. 
Standing walnut 
& oak timber 


In woods 
STEPHENS 
TIMBER, 


Kim or Graig 
cell 765-507-0067 
office 765-675-2469 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 
Unfurnished 
Apartments 


Marion 
Spacious 

Luxur 

2 BR street level, 
good storage, 
basement, 

New Carpet, 
Large deck, 

off street parking. 
$625 mo. 

NO PETS 

NO SMOKING 
WITH WASHER 
& DRYER 
317-506-1102 
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Unfurnished 
Apartments 


Marion, IN 

Newly remodeled 

1 bedroom upstairs 
apartment that sits 
by itself and is not 
in an apartment 
complex. 1 bath, 
Washer/Dryer 
hookup, small 
garage, off street 
parking. 

$450/mo+ Deposit 
Includes water. Only 
responsible for 
electric bill. 
Housing approved 
& accepted 
765-668-8446 


Marion 
Nice Clean 
4 Bdrm w/2 
full baths 
ee wk 

Nice 3 Bdrm 
w/ washer 
dryer hookup 
$225 wk 
Nice Large 
2 Bdrm 
w/Washer 
Dryer hookup 
$210 wk 
Each are all 
utilities pd 
Others 
available soon 
765-251-1135 


MARION 


Studio 605 W 3rd 
St; $80/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


Studio 613 W 
Spencer Ave; 
$100/wk; basic 
utilities included 


DENTAL Insurance 


Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. It helps cover over 350 procedures — from 
cleanings and fillings to crowns and dentures. 


e See any dentist you want, 
but save more with one in our network 

e No deductible, no annual maximum 

e Immediate coverage for preventive care 


Call to get your FREE Information Kit 


1-844-244-7025 


or visit dental5Oplus.com/hoosier 


Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all 
states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C2500); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: PISOGA; NY: PISONY; OK: P1500K; 
TN: PISOTN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 


6255 


Special Notice 


Prepare for 


power outages 
with a Generac 


home standby 


generator 


SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HO 
ASSESSMENT TODAY! 


866-953-2203 


FREE 


7-Year Extended Warranty* 


A $695 Value! 


GENERAC 
= 


" = 


GENERAC 


Offer valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020 


Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 


*Terms & Conditions Apply 


Special Notice 


S i HE E 


PEST CONTROL 
AMERICAN PEST 


PROFESSIONALS INC. 


e Inspect 
o Detect 
SI © Correct 


Wabash & Miami Counties 
#1 Pest Control Company 


260-563-5899 
1-800-634-5733 


Free Inspections 
With Estimates 


www.americanpestpros.com 


Supplements Plans 
SAVEAS MUCHAS 
G00-1200/ vt 


for new 
and existing 
medicare 
supplement policy 
Holders. 
New cost 
savings plans. 
* FREE QUOTES 
* NO OBLIGATION 
* TRUSTED 
CARRIERS 
e PERSONALIZED 
RESULTS. 
(765) 472-2291 


tom@kirkinsurancegroup.com 
www.kirkinsurancegroup.com 


FS 


Amish Crew 
wants to do 
Pole Barns ° Roofing 
Siding e Remodel 
Redo Old Barns 
Decks e Free 
Estimates 


Cell: 260-438-2508 
or 765-985-3312 


and press 2 


Unfurnished 
Apartments 


1 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $80/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


1 BR 3190 E 100 N; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


1BR210S 
Branson St; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays all utilities 


1BR613 W 
Spencer Ave; 
$125/wk; basic 
utilities included 


1 BR 1606 W 
Jeffras St; $100/wk; 
tenant pays electric 


1 BR 215 E 3rd St; 
$150/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 605 W 3rd St; 
$140/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $100/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


2 BR 624 S Boots 
St; $130-150/wk; 
basic utilities 
included 


2BR509E 
Bradford St; 
$165-175/wk; 
basic utilities 
included 


2 BR 215 E 3rd St; 
$170/wk; basic 
utilities included 


3 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $125/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


3BR311E 
Sherman St; 
$160/wk; tenant 
pays utilities 


JONESBORO 

2 BR 224 E 10th St; 
$120/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


Call us at 
765-662-1499 or 
visit our website 
www.hoosierrental 
group.com for 
more information 


MARION 


2 Bdrm 
Condos 


Call for 
Availability 


765-662-3460 


Furnished 
Apartments 


MARION 

Mason Village 

1 bedroom 
furnished apt, cable, 
& utilities included 1 
month free internet. 
Starting at $165 a 
week. No Pets 
765-673-5000 


Homes for Rent 


MARION 

Country home 
located at 3258 E 
200 S, Marion 

7 BR, 3 BA 
$1,500/monthly 
tenant pays utilities 
currently remodeling 
Call Hoosier Rental 
Group for more 
information 
765-662-1499 


MARION 


2 BR 2343 W 11th 
St; $450/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 104 S Race St; 
$500/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 501 W 1st St; 
$500/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR, 2 BA 1009 N 
Oxford Dr; $700/mo; 
tenant pays all 


Business 


CELT OY’ 


To bea 
part of this 
directory 
for as little as 


Swiss Builders LLC 765-671-2259 


Homes for Rent People 
DO Read 


Small Ads. 
You Did! 


FINANCIAL 
LEGALS 


utilities 


3 BR 1208 E 30th 
St; $600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 1619 E Jeffras 
St; $600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR, 2 BA 1621S 
Boot St; $600/mo; 
tenant pays all 
utilities 


Every Cay in the 


aie DJ" 


Converse 

2 BR 909 E Wabash 
St; $600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


Call us at 
765-662-1499 or 
visit our website 
www.hoosierrental 
group.com for more 
information 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 
TRANSPORTATION 


Cars for Sale 


General Help 


— 


hood | food. Res ponsidl) 


WE'RE MAKING BACON IN PERU 
dnd/3rd Shift Full Time 


CASH FOR 
CARS 


Highest Prices 
Paid Guaranteed 
for your running 


Direct Hire General Labor 


Starting $15/hr+ shift diff + OT 
apply at: smithfieldfoods.com/careers <j 


or non running 
car, truck or van 
with or without 
titles. I pick up 

7 days a week. 

260-224-5228 


FOE, including disability/vets 


Post offer drug screen and background checks required. 


Smithfield participates in E-Verify. E 


Special Notice 


Medicare has changed. 
Find out how it can affect you. 


e Know critical dates for Medicare eligibility 


* Get options that can help limit your 
out-of-pocket expenses 


* Learn about Medicare benefits 
many retirees may not be aware of 


For FREE Medicare Supplement information 
from Physicians Life Insurance Company, call: 


1-844-750-9981 


or visit MedSupBenefit.com/hoosier 


We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare 
Program. | understand | have no obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed 
agent/producer may contact you. Policy form number L030, L035, L036, L037, L038, F001, 
F002 (OK: LO300K, LO350K, LO360K, L0370K, LO380K; TN: LO30TN, LO35TN, LO36TN, LO37TN, 
LO38TN, FOOITN, FOOZTN) 


6243_B 


Special Notice 


American Standard Walk-In Tubs 
WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500 


/ EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST! 
Only American Standard has OVER 
140 years of experience and offers the 
Liberation Walk-In Bathtub. 

/ SUPERIOR DESIGN! 
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and textured 
floor provides a safer bathing experience. 

¥ PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN® 
TECHNOLOGY 

y LIFETIME WARRANTY! 
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the bath 
AND installation, INCLUDING labor 
backed by American Standard. 

/ 44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS! 
More than any other tub we've seen. 


FREE! 


Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 


Lifetime Warranty! FREE! ($500 Value) 


Finance Options Available 
Limited Time Offer! Call Today! 


859-883-2970 


Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/hoosier 


BBB 
A+RATED 


Special Notice 


No Clipping Required. 


a ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY 


| $449 SAVINGS | 


ON AUTO INSURANCE 


when they switch from companies like 


| GEICO, State Farm and Allstate | 


Call The Hartford 
1-855-765-2508 


The AARP® Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.' 


Your savings could 
be even more! 


Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 


1-855-765-2508 


No coupon necessary. 


Not an AARP member? If you're 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 


7 | Auto Insurance Sy? 
Program tom f 


mel 
HARTFORD 


FREE duffle bag when you 
request your free quote!* 


te RP and its affilate sare not 


ers. Pald endorsem creel Hertfo ord pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the gener 
ship a . The AARP Automobile Insurance Pr 


in Spec S, Ch 
applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and so some may of ae 
‘In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company, through Hartford Fire General Agency. Hartford Fire Insurance 
Company and its affiliates are not financially responsible for insurance products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company. 

*Savings amounts based on information reported by customers who switched to The Hartford from other carriers between 1/1/19 and 12/31/19. Yo 
vary, First Accident Forgiveness is not available to CA policyholders, Terms and conditions apply. “Gift is a limited time offer an ble 
address required in most states. Allow 4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included. “Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartio: 
as of June 2020. 
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Husband 
emails 
girlfriends 
he had 
during 
10-year 
separation 


DEAR ABBY: My husband 
and I were married for sev- 
eral years, divorced, then 
remarried 
10 years lat- 
er. During 
our sepa- 
ration, he 
had a lot of 
girlfriends. 
To this day, 
he keeps all 
their contact 
information. 
I discov- 
ered he has emailed some 
of them since we’ve been 
back together. I think he 
uses email to avoid any 
phone calls that I would be 
aware of. 

Our marriage is overall 
going well, but I don’t un- 
derstand his need to keep 
up with some of these past 
“friends.” When we remar- 
ried, I deleted all of my 
past contacts. I’m worried 
that he’s still attached to at 
least a few of these wom- 
en, and I don’t think it’s 
right. What do you think? 
It makes me very insecure 
and upset. What should I 
do? I’m already in therapy. 
— Uneasy In The South 

DEAR UNEASY: Marriage 
is a choice. Your husband 
CHOSE to remarry you. 
I am going to assume that 
because of your insecuri- 
ty, you have been hesitant 
to ask him directly why 
he feels a need to stay in 
touch with these women. 
Your therapist may be able 
to help you with this. If 
he/she is willing to invite 
him to accompany you for 
a session, consider posing 
the question there. 

DEAR ABBY: I recently 
contracted coronavirus and 
had a difficult time recov- 
ering. It has been three 
months, and I am still suf- 
fering from long-term af- 
tereffects. 

When my co-workers 
and supervisors ask how 
I’m feeling and I tell them, 
they almost immediately 
downplay my response. 
Some of them ignore my 
response and tell me, “Oh, 
that’s not bad. One time, 
I lost so much hair, blah, 
blah,” or they say, “Well, 
you’re working. You'll be 
fine.” I feel like it belittles 
me and makes what I went 
through seem like a bid for 
sympathy. How would you 
recommend I reply? I can’t 
ignore the people at work. 
— Downplayed Up North 

DEAR DOWNPLAYED: All 
you need to say is, “If it 
happens to you, you will 
understand that I feel lucky 
to be alive. So many people 
werent.” 

DEAR ABBY: I have a ques- 
tion about etiquette. My 
son is getting married soon. 
In a conversation with the 
bride-to-be, I asked if she 
had chosen a florist and 
was told that her mom will 
be making all the wedding 
flowers out of natural mate- 
rials. Abby, I hate silk, i.e. 
“plastic” flowers! Would 
I be creating a huge prob- 
lem if I offered to purchase 
my own wrist corsage from 
a florist, or should I keep 
quiet and deal with ugly 
fake “flowers” with my 
beautiful dress? Or, can I 
remove the fake corsage 
directly after photos are 
taken? — Offended Mom Of 
The Groom 

DEAR OFFENDED MOM: 
The proper thing to do is 
keep your opinion to your- 
self and go along with 
the plans your soon-to- 
be daughter-in-law and 
her mother have made. 
Wear the corsage and 
your sweetest smile for 
the wedding photos. After 
that it shouldn’t cause a 
problem if you QUIETLY 
remove it. 

Dear Abby is written by Abi- 
gail Van Buren, also known 
as Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pauline 
Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069. 


Dear 
Abby 


BEETLE BAILEY 


WELL, THAT CONCLUDES 
MY PRESENTATION... 


COTTON VS- 
POLYESTER 
BLEND _\ 


WHOA! THIS 

VR HEADSET 
IS AMAZINGLY 
REALISTIC!! 


LET ME SEE 
WHAT'S SO 


2020 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved. 


© 


HEY, THIS IS JUST A PICTURE ) 
TEN OF A CELLPHONE! 


5 OW! 
5| COOL, HUH? 


CROSSWORD 
ACROSS 42 Nebraska Answer to Previous Puzzle 
1 Came city 
down with 44Harps on 
4 Director pe ae 
— Craven aig ig 
E p en 49 Scared 
novel 53 Level 
54Grimm 
11 Royal villain 
pronoun + he 
12 Behalf 56 ipa 
13 Playwright 57Sharp pain 
— Coward 58 Unwanted 
14Ms. Hagen plant 
15 Kind of 59 Nocturnal 
farm predator 9 Geologic 34— culpa 
16 Recipe 60 Melodra- formations 36 Garden 
amt. matic cry 10 Peak for borders 
17 Broke in 61 Look Heidi 38— it 
19 Soprano sleepy 12 Record (walked) 
21 W-2 preceder 18 Razor dir. 
collectors brand 43 Dugout VIP 
22 Lots of qts. DOWN 20 Earlier 44 Maritime 
Rican port minutes Dawber locale 
26 Lowly 2 Jalopy 24Be in hock 46 Divulged 
laborer 3 Faded 25 Beauty- 48 Dispersed 
28 Impress 4 Depen- | A 50 Berserk 
deeply dents salon item 51 Sioux City 
29Prognosti- 5Scratch 26 Potting site 
cation outa living _ Medium 52“Whaťs 
31Adorn with 6 Look like 27 Annapolis My Line?” 
ornaments 7 Contest grad host 
35 Ration out hopeful 30 Sports org. 53Clean 
37 Whip 8 1999 32 Estuary water org. 
39 Frost Exxon 33 Freud, to 55Earth 
40 Mortgage mergee himself (prefix) 


a 

= 

a 

SUDOKU 
DIFFICULTY RATING: wkk 
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION 


How to play: Complete 
the grid so that every 
row, column and 3x3 
box contains every 
digit from 1 to 9. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 
Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 


May we purchase one. 
f your bo z 
to form four ordinary words. 


of y! 


@PlayJumble 


Do y 
every word 


WHEN ASKED IF HIS NE 
DICTIONARY COULD BE 
PURCHASED, NOAH 
WEBSTER SAID --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


AAA LALALALA 
AZAA AZA ZAZA 


(Answers Monday) 
ABIDE HELLO JIGSAW FROZEN 
The chef who specialized in cooking grouper, 
tuna, cod, etc. was an — “A-FISH-IONADO” 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app « Follow us on Twit 


©2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


eee 
KAKA AK) 


Jumbles: 


Yesterday’s Answer: 


THAT ISN'T TRUE! |; 
YOU GOT SOCKS, |} 
UNDERWEAR, A 
SWEATER, GLOVES, 
A HAT AND SCARF... |: 


CHRISTMAS, , 
DITTO? 


HiandLois.com 


CAN I JUST RETURN 


THAT'S OVER 
THIS? 


MY HEAD. 


( TLL HAVE YOU KNOW, I'VE GOT * 
=| THE APPETITE OF A BIRD 


Wabash Plain Dealer 


\ 
Aà 
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I'LL HAVE THE STEAK, 
AND A PLATE OF BIRDSEED 


FOR THE LADY 


DILBERT 


I DID MORE WORK 
FROM HOME TODAY 
BEFORE 10 A.M. THAN 
I COULD DO IN THE 
OFFICE ALL DAY. 


I COULD TAKE A 
NAP FOR THE REST 
OF THE DAY, AND NO 
ONE WOULD BE THE 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


OILBERT.COM 
12-26-20 2020 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 


GARFIELD 


SECOND-SADDEST DAY 


DECEMBER 26TH IS THE 
OF THE YEAR 


© 2020 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved. 
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication 


WHAT HAPPENEV TO 
MY “AUTO-SANTA”?PP 


| IT WAS A BIT 


MY PAP USE? IT FOR | WHAT PIP YOU 
BEER ANP VONALV USEV | USE IT FOR? 
IT TO BUILP A TANK. 


menee 


OVERUSEP 


ITiS GOT WHOLE CRANS, 
SEEDS, BERRIES, NUTS 
AND TWIGS INIT. ITS 

THE KIND oF CEREAL 
THATILL PUT HAIR ON 
YOUR CHEST. 


EAT IT TOO? 


YOUR EMPLOYER PAYS 
ME TO WATCH YOU AT 


HOME, BUT I WOULDN'T 


SAY NO TO A WELL— 
CONSIDERED BRIBE. 


I CAN WORK 
WITH THAT. 


RIGHT AFTER 
NATIONAL DOG DAY 


pa 


Se 5 
TM DAVIS 12-26 


THERE'RE 
THOUSANDS 
OF GIFTS IN MY 
FRONT YAR? 


NO. FOR SOME 
REASON GRAMMA 
DOESN'T REALLY 
WANT HAIR ON 


ae 


God may seem slow, but He never helps too late 


From the writings of the ful to God. But what baby 


THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane 


©2020 Bil Keane, inc. 
Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com 


Jere 

: (Gane 

“Santa forgot some things. How 
many days till my birthday?” 


À STR 


Rev. Billy Graham 

Q: What does it mean spiri- 
tually to bear fruit? — F.B. 

A: In order for a tree or 
any plant to grow and bear 
fruit, its seed 
must first be 
planted in 
the ground 
and die. In 
order for fruit 
to appear 
in our lives, 
the Word of 
God must be 
planted in our 
hearts and 
then we must 
die to self, making Christ the 
center of our lives. 

In the face of chastening, 
adversity, discipline, and 
affliction, fruit begins to ap- 
pear, because the Holy Spirit 
is strengthening us and the 
attributes of the Lord begin 
to manifest themselves in 
our thinking and in our ac- 
tions. 

This process, like steel 
which has been tempered 
and made strong by the heat 
of a furnace, makes us use- 


Billy 
Graham 
My Answer 


is sent out to fight a battle? 
The baby must first grow 
in strength, in size, and in 
wisdom before he is able 
to fight. It is the same for 
those whom God wishes to 
use. 

Joseph would never have 
been of use to God had he 
not been sold into slavery by 
brothers who hated him and 
was later wrongly accused 
and put in prison. Joseph had 
to wait two more years for 
release from prison. All of 
this was God’s preparation 
for Joseph’s ultimate rise to 
a position of power and au- 


thority second only to that of 
Pharaoh himself, a position 
Joseph used to feed all of Is- 
rael during a famine. 

As we wait upon the Lord, 
God may sometimes seem 
slow in coming to help us, 
but He never comes too late. 
His timing is always perfect. 

“The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuf- 
fering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control.... And those 
who are Christ’s have cru- 
cified the flesh with its pas- 
sions and desires. ... Let us 
also walk in the Spirit” (Ga- 
latians 5:22-25). 


CELEBRITY CIPHER 
by Luis Campos 


Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present. 
Each letter in the cipher stands for another. 


“GZVTZD HYT YGM DFDB MUBSLLPDC 


HWUY 


DKIDZMWFD WU WM 


- EGXDM NGPCHWZ 


ITFDBUV JZTHM YTH DKUBDXDPV 


UT ND ITTB.” 


Previous Solution: “I would like to end world hunger and create world peace, 
stop corruption, stop drugs getting to kids.” — Kelly Preston 


TODAY'S CLUE: 4 s/enba g 
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD 


Gospel Light Assembly of God, 347 Southwood Drive. 
Pastor Neil Jeffrey. Sunday School 9:45am (all ages). Morning 
worship service 10:30am. Evening service 6pm. Wednesday midweek 
service 7pm; Kids’ Korral Wednesday 7pm. Youth meeting 7pm (ages 
12-19). 


Sweetwater Assembly of God, 2551 SR 114 E, North 
Manchester. (260) 982-6179. Sunday worship 9am & 10:45am. 
Sunday evening outreach groups & youth ministry 5-7pm. Wednesday 
6:30pm adult/teen bible study, 6:30pm Kidz Zone (K thru 6th grade). 
All worship services streaming online and on our Facebook page. 


BAPTIST 


Emmanuel Free Will Baptist, 129 Southwood Drive. 
Pastor Terry Hinds. (260) 563-3009. Sunday School 9:30am. Sunday 
Worship 10:30am & 6pm; Children’s Church 10:30am. Wednesday 
morning prayer service 11am. Wednesday Prayer meeting 6pm. 
Transportation available. Sunday worship services streaming on our 
Facebook page 


Southside Free Will Baptist, 360 Columbus Street. Pastor 
Tim Webb. Sunday School 10am. Worship Service 11am. Sunday 
Evening 6pm. Wednesday Evening 6pm. Sunday worship services 
Streaming online 


Wabash Free Will Baptist Church, 1056 Erie iret 
Wednesday evening prayer meeting 6pm. Sunday School 10am, 
Church 11am; evening service 6pm. 


CATHOLIC 


St. Bernard Catholic Church, corner of Cass & 
Sinclair. Father Levi Nkwocha. Masses will resume, with safety 
restrictions, beginning May 23-24, 2020. Everyone attending Mass 
must wear a face mask. Masses: Saturday 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 9:30 
a.m.; Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 5:30 p.m. and Tuesday and 
Thursday at 8:15 a.m. 


St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Main Street in Lagro, 
Welcomes You Back! New Service Time 11:00 AM Sunday, October 
4, Sunday November 1 and Sunday December 6. In keeping with 
COVID-19 State Rules, please wear a mask and socially distance. Let 
Us Worship Together. 


CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Christian Heritage Church, 2776 River Road. 
(260) 569-7710. Pastor Tim Prater. Sunday 8:30am. Radio Ministry 
95.9 WKUZ. Sunday School 9:30am. Morning Service 10:30am. 
Sunday evening 6pm. Wednesday evening 6pm. Online services on 
Sunday at 10:30 am and Wednesday 6:00 pm 


LaFontaine Christian Church, 202 Bruner Pike, LaFontaine. 
Minister Brad Wright. (765) 981-2101. Worship 9am & 10:30am, 
Nursery & Jr. Church available. Online Services available on our website 


A MANGER SCENE 


CHURCH OF CHRIST 


Church of Christ, Wabash (corner of N Wabash Street and 
US 24). Evangelist Josh Fennell (260) 563-8234. Sunday School 
9am. Morning Worship 10am. Evening Worship 6:30pm. Wednesday 
Service 7pm. Wednesday Kid's Jam 7pm. 


CHURCH OF GOD 


First Church of God, 525 N. Miami Street. Pastor Robert 
Rensberger. (260) 563-5346. Sunday School at 9:15am, for all 
ages. Continental breakfast at 10am. Sunday Morning Worship is 
at 10:30am. Nursery care is available during worship service. Stair 
lift available. 


CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 


Wabash Church of the Brethren, 645 Bond Street 
(off Falls Avenue). Pastor Doug Veal. (260) 563-5291. Wherever you 
are on life's journey, come join us as we continue the work of Jesus... 
Peacefully, Simply, Together. Sunday School 9:30am. Worship 
10:30am. Children’s church and nursery available during worship. 
Online Service through website or conference call. 


DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


Wabash Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
110 W. Hill St., Wabash; Rev. Haley Asberry, Minister; phone: 
260-563-4179; website: www.wabashchristian.org. Worship Service 
9:30 a.m.; Fellowship 10:30 a.m.; Sunday School 11:00 a.m. Nursery 
provided. Find us on Facebook. Services streaming on our website 
and Facebook. 


FRIENDS CHURCH 


Wabash Friends Church, 3563 S State Rd 13. (260) 
563-8452. Lead Pastor, Brandon Eaton. Join us for Church at Home, 
our live-streamed service, on Facebook on Sunday morning at 
10:45AM. In person services are temporarily suspended. 


Directory 


INDEPENDENT CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Bachelor Creek Church of Christ, 4 miles north of 
Wabash on St. Rd. 15; phone 260-563-4109: website: bachelorcreek. 
com; Worship Minister - Michael Eaton, Student Minister - David 
Diener, Children’s Minister - Tyler Leland, Middle School & Small 
Groups Minister - Nate Plyler, Next Steps & Outreach Minister - Ryan 
Keim, Women's Director- Taylor McFarland, Early Childhood Director 
- Janet Legesse. Worship 9:15 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 


LUTHERAN 


Living Faith Lutheran Church (NALC), 242 S. 
Huntington St., Wabash, IN. Worship begins each Sunday morning 
at 10:10 a.m. with Bible study classes for all ages at 9:00 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join us for worship. Worship Services 
live streamed on our website. www.LivingFaithWabash.org 


Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA), 1500 S Wabash Street. 
Pastor Dr. Kent Young. (260) 563-6626. We worship our Lord each 
Sunday at 9:30am with Gospel-based message and Holy Communion. 
There is atime of fellowship and refreshments immediately following 
the service. We are handicap accessible and everyone is welcome at 
Trinity! tewabash@gmail.com. 


UNITED METHODIST 


North Manchester United Methodist Church, 
306 E Second Street, North Manchester. Pastor Steve Bahrt. (260) 
982-7537. Worship Service 8:15am & 10:30am. Coffee Fellowship 
9am. Sunday School 9:30am. 


Richvalley United Methodist Church, 290 N 
Jefferson. (260) 563-1033. Pastor Jack Suits. Worship service begins 
at 9:30am. Nursery available. Sunday School begins at 10:45am for 
all age. 


Roann United Methodist Church, Corner of Adams 
and Arnold Street, Roann. Pastor Wayne Balmer. (765) 833-2931. 
Worship Celebration 9am. Sunday School 10:15am. 
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Certified Welding & 
Millwright Service 

Steel Fabrication 
and Installation 
150 Smith St. e Wabash, IN 46992 
Office: (260) 563-2263 
800-482-WELD 
FAX: (260) 563-0321 


Cell (260) 571-0218 
Email: tehret@ctinet.com 


Photo Credit: bigstockphoto/francescomoufotografo 


AG infant lay on a bed of straw, His newborn cries drowned by 
the sounds of animals. Wise Men from the East appeared, 
dressed in rich fabrics and carrying jewels; the finest of their gifts of 
fragrance mingled with the animals’ scent. Weatherworn shepherds 
trembled in awe at the scene before them...still stunned from their 
encounter with angels. Mary and Joseph could not take their eyes 
from the true miracle God had entrusted to their care...a babe 
destined for perfection...born into a humble scene...yet, bathed in 


glory. In this holiest of seasons, share in the celebration of God like 
the Wise Men did; honor the birth of His only Son and worship Him. 


Daily Bible Reading 


Isaiah Luke Luke Luke Luke John 


8:21 -9:7 1:1-25 1:26-56 1:57-80 2:1-20 1:1-18 


Luke 
: alk :26- SVE alk ‘1- 221-52 m 
Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society \X Daily Devotional at DailyBible.AmericanBible.org 
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FIND NEW ROADS’ 
563-2123 
WABASH 


www.doraischevy.com 
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* Some animals may be adopted by the time this ad appears. 


Wabash County Animal 


TAKE a O M E Shelter Donations Needed 
YOUR NEW ser newe Be 


e Fabric 
e Paper Towels Softener e Pine-sol 
e Bleach Sheets e Disinfecting 
i Wipes 
TO DA i = Adoption Fees: 
Please call or come see us if you lost your pet, All Animals have 
are looking to adopt, want to volunteer, preliminary shots Dogs $55 
or have any questions! and are spayed Cats $40 
or neutered. Puppies $65 
810 Manchester Ave •Ħ° Wabash por aha Kittens $50 
260-563-3511 nee See (Under 6 mos.) 
Tue: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm I a a eee 7 
Wed: 11:00 am - 5:00 pm | would like to donate to: 
Thu: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm __ Med Program Spay/Neuter Program 
Fri: 11:00 am - 5:00 pm Cat/Dog Supplies Misc. Supplies 
Sat: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm f Name 
Address 


Phone Number 


Mail Form to: Animal Shelter of Wabash Co. 
810 Manchester Avenue 
Wabash, IN 46992 


Make a Positive Choice at 


Fun Dog Training, LLC 


Family Paws Parent Educator 


Group Classes 
Private Lessons, Agility 
Deborah Bryant 
y Therapy Dog Tester/Observer 
CPDT-KA, APDT, PPG 
And Much More 


Certified Professional Dog Trainer 


e No Pain 
a ° No Force 
» o No Fear 


Contact info: 
djb.dog.train@gmail.com 

4 260.571.2237 
www.allaboutthedog.us 


